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Administrators’ salaries rise,
college’s financial cushion dwindles
ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF &
CAMPUS EDITOR
IN THE MIDST of tuition increases, a
shrinking endowment and a decreasing
number of college employees, administrator compensation rose, including a
multimillion-dollar payout to a former
president, according to the college’s
most recently completed Form 990.
The form, an annual Internal
Revenue Service document completed
by nonprofit organizations and institutions, contains information from
the 2014–2015 fiscal year.
Though the college’s overall
expenses decreased slightly—$253.1
million, down from the $254.8 million in the 2013–2014 fiscal year—the
college’s net leftover also decreased to
$258.8 million from $261.5 million.
Because of this, the college’s net revenue, approximately $5.7 million, has
continued moving downward. The net
revenue was more than $22 million in
fiscal year 2011–2012.
Despite the drop, Matt Jaehrling,
associate vice president of Business
Affairs and Controller, said the
expense decrease is good “to an

extent,” because it shows the college
is able to cut expenses in order to have
funds left over when revenue falls.
“We want to invest profit back into
the college whether it’s buildings,
student programs, a student center,
for example, or to make sure there’s
profitability each year,” he said. “In
order to maintain that profitability,
we have to maintain expenditures as
revenues decline as well.”
In addition to President and CEO
Kwang-Wu Kim’s full pay—officially
disclosed for the first time since the
beginning of his presidency in August
2013—of approximately $577,000, the
most costly employee compensation
was that for former President Warrick
Carter. Carter, who left after more
than a decade of service at the college,
received more than $2 million in his
reported payment.
These types of payouts, which usually take years to come up with , often
come from a separate pool of money
maintained for specific situations,
according to Avery Buffa, an attorney
at Mosher & Associates who specializes in Form 990s.
Jaehrling, however, said Carter
was paid out of the college’s salaries
allotment.

Jaehrling said he did not know the
specifics of Carter’s agreement or contract, but usually a metric based on the
number of years an employee served
at the college would entitle them to a
certain payout.
The compensation section of the
Form 990 is based on the calendar
year and not the college’s fiscal year,
which runs from Sept. 1, 2014, to Aug.
31, 2015, he added.
Some of the other highest-paid
administrators listed include former employees Mark Kelly, Warren
Chapman, Bernadette McMahon,
Alicia Berg and Robin Bargar, all of
whom received more than $200,000.
Louise Love, a former provost who
left the college in June 2014, received
approximately $150,000.
Love said in an Oct. 6 interview
with The Chronicle that she is unsure
why her compensation was more than
half of her previous salaries, saying it
seemed “too high” unless benefits and
insurance were included.
She added that because she never
negotiated a contract for pay—which
may be the reason she was not paid
for the full year—this should be the
last time she appears in the annual
990 document.

SEE 990S, PAGE 11

» MEGAN BENNETT &

Kwang-Wu Kim’s compensation could...

cover

1 year of tuition
for

23

full-time students
*2016–2017 tuition at $24,590

*Salary includes base pay, benefits, and other reportable compensation

pay for

purchase

57 4,367

housing contracts Ventra U-Passes
*for a double occupancy shared
apartment at $9,970

*$132 for one semester

» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE
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EDITOR’S NOTE

College finances show costly
revolving door of administrators
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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very fall semester, The Chronicle
analyzes and reports on the college’s
Form 990, a tax document that all
nonprofit organizations are required by law
to complete.
Along with Columbia’s revenue and
expenses from the prior fiscal year displayed in the college’s form are salaries of
the highest-paid administrators—whether
those employees are still at the college or not.
Most names on the most recent document
covering the 2014-2015 calendar year are
ones some current students would not recognize, including former President Warrick
Carter and Provost Louise Love.
One of the most disheartening elements
of the document is the list of Columbia’s
most compensated, which shows the college
either paying out, or arguably overpaying,
employees on the top list.
Carter, who preceded current President
and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim, left the college
in August 2013. However, his departure left
the college paying him a hefty $2 million into
the next year. Employees preceding Senior
Vice President and Provost Stan Wearden
were also being paid large amounts in the
same year Wearden joined the payroll.
Carter received these funds in the same
year that the college paid Kim’s full salary of
approximately $577,000. While not as high as
some of Carter’s previous paychecks, Kim’s
base salary is unsurprisingly higher than his
predecessor’s. Though not an occurrence
unique to Columbia, Kim’s raise in starting
pay is likely the result of Columbia’s need to
bolster interest with more attractive pay.
Several administrators who have since
moved to lower positions also received administrator-level pay instead of one comparable
to that of their current position, including
several former deans—one of whom left the
position in the early 2000’s—who are now
professors. In one case, former Vice President
of Legal Affairs Annice Kelly still received
compensation in 2014-2015, despite leaving
the college in August 2013, the reason for her
large compensation still unclear. Her replacement also received salary at the same time.
One of the most puzzling revelations is
related to turnover with the college’s top
financial officer. Interim Vice President of
Business Affairs and CFO Richard Dowsek
made nearly $250,000 for just seven months
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of work before the college hired Michelle
Gates in July 2014. While consultant-type
employees can get paid these whopping
amounts in order to help places in a bind,
it should be obvious this could take a toll
on a college if repeated. Since Gates left the
college this spring, Dowsek has returned
to his interim role and is likely making
similar figures, continuing the expensive
revolving door.
These payments, whether they’re payouts
or overpayments, are costly when done at the
senior level. Sometimes it cannot be avoided;
however, it is Columbia’s responsibility to
make sure our revolving door of administrators does not hurt the college’s financial health.
The funds have to come from somewhere,
and the college logically has to cut expenditures elsewhere to afford these employees.
According to the Form 990, the college’s
overall salary expense decreased, while the
top employee payments continued to climb.
Creating an environment with quickly
and frequently departing administration
not only costs in payments made to those
departing, but replacing them can only be
just as expensive, whether through national
searches or the need to raise the		
pay to adjust
to the market for top talent.
In addition to its effects on Columbia’s reputation, the college’s immense turnover and
need for last-minute switches has proven to
be a financial burden that allocates money
into the wrong place. Stabilizing and retaining top administrators will not only make
Columbia a more attractive workplace but
could potentially improve the school’s dire
financial situations and ensure students’
confidence in where their tuition is going.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

Selena Cotte

METRO
METRO REPORTERS

Eric Bradach
Courtney Wolfe
Taylor Morris

COPY
COPY CHIEF
COPY EDITOR

Abby Lee Hood
Carolyn Bradley

GRAPHICS
SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

Zoë Haworth
Sarah Impola
Gabriel de la Mora
James Tsitiridis

PHOTOGRAPHY
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
PHOTO EDITORS

G-Jun Yam
Erin Brown
Maria Cardona
Wesley Herold

Main line: (312) 369-8999
Advertising: (312) 369-8984
Campus: (312) 369-8964
Metro: (312) 369-8966
Arts & Culture: (312) 369-8969
Opinions: (312) 369-8967
Copy: (312) 369-8976
Photo: (312) 369-8973
Sports & Health: (312) 369-8970
Permission/Reproductions: (312) 369-8955
General Manager: (312) 369-8955
Faculty Adviser: (312) 369-8903

The Chronicle is a student-produced publication of Columbia
College Chicago and does not
necessarily represent, in whole or
in part, the views of college administrators, faculty or students.
All text, photos and graphics are
the property of The Chronicle and
may not be reproduced or published without written permission.
Editorials are the opinions of the
Editorial Board of The Chronicle.
Columns are the opinions of
the author(s).
Views expressed in this publication are those of the writer
and are not the opinions of The
Chronicle, Columbia’s Journalism Department or Columbia
College Chicago.
Letters to the editor must include
full name, year, major and phone
number. All letters are edited for
grammar and may be cut due to
a limit of space.
The Chronicle holds the right to
limit any one person’s submissions
to three per semester.

MULTIMEDIA
MULTIMEDIA REPORTERS

McKayla Braid
Trevor Hargis

ADVERTISING
MARKETING CONSULTANTS

Marisa Mackowiak
Noah Kelly
Christian Cook

WEB
WEBMASTER

Lou Foglia

OPERATIONS
OFFICE ASSISTANTS

Ethan Stocking-Anderson
Gretchen Sterba

SENIOR STAFF
GENERAL MANAGER
FACULTY ADVISER
ASSISTANT FACULTY ADVISER

Chris Richert
Len Strazewski
Stephanie Goldberg

Letters can be emailed to
Chronicle@colum.edu or mailed to:
The Columbia Chronicle
600 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL. 60605

CAMPUS

Van’s showcases local student photography » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

Conceptual renderings for the Getz Theater renovations show
designs for both the theater and lobby area at 72 E. 11 St.

» Photos courtesy GENSLER

Show goes on—renovation plan
announced for Getz Theater
» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER

will be redesigned into a courtyard-style theater
as a part of a 2-year renovation plan
announced by the college Oct. 4.
The renovations for the theater, 72 E.
11th St., were announced on Columbia’s
website and costs about $9 million.
Columbia will be working with Gensler,
an international architectural firm, for the
renovation. Gensler principal David Broz
will lead the project.
“It’s an amazing opportunity to refresh
the space and provide new instruction that
will go on in that department,” Broz said.
According to college spokeswoman Cara
Birch, the renovation will be funded by
the college’s capital budget. Part of the $9
million will be taken from the $7 million
building investment budget for the 2017
fiscal year. The rest will be taken from the
same budget in 2018.
According to John Kavouris, associate
vice president of Facilities and Operations,
the renovation will lead to a more intimate
experience during shows. The renovation
will make the theater one of only two courtyard-style theaters in the city.
Kavouris described the theater design
as classic, with every seat facing forward.
The new courtyard style will change the
design, so the theater is three-sided, with
COLUMBIA’S GETZ THEATER

seats added to the sides, and will include
balcony seating. A side and back stage
will also be added, along with production
workrooms with glass walls on the first
floor. The second floor will have dressing
rooms, a makeup room and a raised catwalk to improve lighting and instruction,
according to Columbia’s website.
“The goal is to provide a good, solid academic teaching facility to improve the
student experience and provide the school
with that venue that’s been missing for so
many years,” Kavouris said.
Cal Walker, a junior theatre major, said
the renovations could benefit performers
and audience members. Although the quality of the space should not matter, Walker
said it does have an effect on performances.
“[In] spaces where you’re super close to
the audience, your performance changes
because you’re instantly more self-conscious of every little gesture,” Walker said.
Genesis Castillo, a sophomore theatre
major, said she was glad to hear about the
renovation and said it shows Columbia
takes theater seriously.
“The area is so small and restricted, and
being one of Chicago’s bigger performing
schools, we should have a theater where
you walk in and you’re like, ‘Wow, this is
where something great is about to happen,’”
Castillo said.
Kavouris said the renovation will ultimately lead to a smaller space. Currently,

the theater’s capacity is 300 but is estimated to accommodate 175–200 people
after the renovation.
According to John Green, professor and
former chair of the Theatre Department,
faculty and staff in the department met
with Broz and Kavouris to discuss various options for the renovation, ultimately
choosing the courtyard style.
“It’s a brilliant design because when you
sit in a courtyard theater, the audience
feels very close to the action,” Green said.
Broz and Kavouris expect some challenges while renovating the 87-year-old
building. The building, originally built in
1929 and acquired by Columbia in 1981, has
a lot of deferred maintenance that may lead
to additional work.
“The show will go on,” Broz said. “Any
bumps in the road are minor in the grand
scheme of things of teaching kids in the
theater for the next 50 years.”

Broz, who has done previous renovations
at Columbia, including the recent “ghost
facade” renovation to the 618 S. Michigan
Ave. Building, said he is passionate about
working on urban educational spaces.
“It’s always impactful to make a difference on the classroom environment and the
places kids learn and to be able to impact a
public venue like this that not only teaches
the kids, but also is where the public can
come in and see the students shining at
their best time,” Broz said.
Broz said he is most looking forward to
others seeing the finished outcome.
“The first student production in there will
be a powerful experience to watch the students be excited about their space, and the
public react to this new environment that
will allow students to achieve at a higher
level,” Broz said.
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com
The Getz Theater renovation is scheduled
to start in 2017 and finish in Spring 2018,
according to Associate Vice President of
Facilities and Operations John Kavouris.
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» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
THE COLLEGE’S MOST recent annual
crime and safety report indicated a decrease in crime collegewide, including a 40.9 percent
drop in liquor violation referrals
and a 35.6 percent drop in drug
violation referrals.
According to the 2015–2016
Annual Security and Fire Safety
Report, released Sept. 30 with
statistics from the 2015–2016
academic school year, a total of
501 disciplinary referrals were
issued for liquor law violations
in 2014–2015. This number
dropped to 296 in 2015–2016,
according to the report. Drug
abuse violation referrals dropped
from 244 in 2014–2015 to 157 in
2015-2016.
The statistics for other offenses,
including rape, robbery and

burglary, have also decreased.
From 2014 to 2015, rape incidents
dropped from five to three, robbery
from four to two and burglary from
six to four. No instances of dating and domestic violence were
reported on public property in the
2015–2016 report, though there
was a slight increase in those
offenses on campus property.
Increases in crime cases
included three domestic violence
incidents on campus in 2014, and
four in 2015. Five incidences of
dating violence occurred on campus property in 2014, while seven
occurred in 2015.
“There certainly are incidents
of concern that occur near our
campus, but we’re fortunate to
have excellent police coverage
and dedicated police officers
working in our neighborhood and
around our campus who do a very
good job to help keep our campus

safe,” said Ronald Sodini, associate vice president of Campus
Safety and Security.
The 59 E. Van Buren dorm
building was not included in
Columbia’s crime tally, the most
recent report stated. Violations
reported within the building
were included in previous annual
reports until Columbia stopped
leasing the property in 2015.
Sodini said the 59 E. Van Buren
Building’s alcohol policy was less
strict than other Columbia dorms.
Sodini also attributed the decrease
in disciplinary referrals to the discontinuation of this dorm.
“That prior dorm had a different
policy for drinking that allowed
drinking for those over the age
of 21, and our [other] dorms don’t
allow that,” Sodini said.
The 59 E. Van Buren building
housed approximately 450 students, about 20 of whom were
Columbia students. Disciplinary
referrals included in the annual
report are not limited to those
issued to Columbia students, but
also include students living in

Columbia-inhabited buildings,
according to Mary Oakes, director
of Residence Life. About 2,600
students stay in the five housing
buildings Columbia continues to
use, according to Oakes.
The drop in disciplinary referrals may also be attributed to the
decline in students in campus
housing facilities, Oakes said.
“At our highest, we have roughly
2,600 students living on campus,
and now we have 2,500 students
living on campus, so that can
[contribute] to those statistics,”
Oakes said.
The drop in referrals may also be
a result of students going off campus to use substances, according
to sophomore cinema art + science
major Willem Cohen who lives
in the Residence Center, 731 S.
Plymouth Court.
“There are still people getting drunk, there are still people
using drugs, but I don’t think it’s
happening within the locality of
Columbia,” Cohen said.
The Office of Campus Safety and
Security continues to make efforts

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

TH

Music Department Events
O HIRE :
HERE T

Monday October 10
Pizza Jam at the Music Center
Wednesday October 12
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conway
Music Student Convocation

7:30 pm

to reduce the occurrence of crime
on campus by increasing ID checks
for individuals entering Columbia
buildings, offering informational
seminars on safety for students
and working towards installing
blue-light phones around the campus, according to Sodini.
“We’re going to do all we can to
try to strengthen the safety and
security of our campus,” Sodini
said. “We know what our objective
is, and that is to deliver, or to help
deliver, a safe and secure environment for all of our people.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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Overall campus crimes
decrease in 2015–2016 report
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Student project combats
sexual assault violence

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
Leah Zeiger, a senior dance major, spreads awareness about sexual assault and
dating violence through her project called The Sunflower Project.
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
LEAH ZEIGER, A senior dance major,
along with other college students,
founded a project intended to

bring attention to sexual assault
and dating violence that some
experience in middle school, high
school or college.
The Sunflower Project provides resources and encourages

survivors of to share their stories
of abuse or harassment though
artistic expression on the project’s
website, TowardTheSun.org.
Zeiger’s idea for presenting stories of sexual assault survivors in
an artistic medium was inspired
by her own experience coping
with sexual assault. She choreographed a dance routine titled
“Unnamed” and helped create a
documentary film titled “Untold.”
Zeiger said both of these artistic
works allowed her to externalize
her emotions.
“[Art is] like this external, tangible thing I can look at and watch
and let happen and not have it be
inside me,” Zeiger said. “That was
the only way I could really begin to
heal again.”
Members of the project include
senior interdisciplinary major
Jessica Shaker, senior dance major
Melody Paul and sophomore photography and design double major
Idalia Cardona. Cassandra Kaczor,
a graduate music composition
student at Roosevelt University,
is also part of the project.

“We’ve been through [sexual
assault] or have seen it, and that’s
why we’re together as a team: to
help other people,” Cardona said.
According to Zeiger, art makes
experiences more relatable.
“There’s something about the
artistic process where you filter
traumatic experiences, so you can
know something different about
them you didn’t know before,”
said Peter Carpenter, chair of the
Theatre and Dance Departments,
who added he was “amazed” by
Zeiger’s film.
Project members are currently
working on incorporating The
Sunflower Project into a local high
school. Zeiger said she hopes she
will be able to give a presentation at
the high school to educate students
about sexual abuse and qualities of
healthy relationships, topics not
discussed as thoroughly in high
school as they are in college.
“That’s a demographic I don’t
think we do enough with,” Kaczor,
Sunflower Project’s artistic collaborator, said. “We focus a lot on college students, but unfortunately,

a lot of young women and men
have a negative relationship or
sexual experience before they
come to college.”
The Sunflower Project will
also be partnering with the
Awakenings Foundation Center
and Gallery, 4001 N. Ravenswood
Ave., which focuses on presenting work created by survivors of
sexual assault. Zeiger and Kaczor
created a performance piece
titled “Prescribed Burn” for the
partnership. Music for the Oct. 21
performance was composed and
performed by Kaczor and accompanied by lyrics and choreography
created by Zeiger.
“As we continue to expand,
schedule these events at high
schools and share our art the
dialogue surrounding relationships, abuse and sexual violence
can become [a topic] people can
talk about candidly and talk about
solving the problem of it with
more devotion and openness,”
Kaczor said.
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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Library donation to
fund new classroom
» AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER
A TRUST FROM a former faculty
member left Columbia’s Library
at the receiving end of a six-figure donation, which will be used to
create additional student spaces.
According to Jan Chindlund,
dean of the Library, the $150,000
donation came from former
Director of Instructional Media
Services Horace Jimerson, who
died in Fall 2015, leaving the
money to his close friend Paula
Epstein, a former instructor and
resource librarian at the college.
Chindlund said the Library,
located in the South Campus
Building, 624 S. Michigan Ave.,
plans to use the money to create a
new classroom—a plan conceived
years ago but never executed.
“When this serendipitous gift
came our way, we remembered

those plans, and that seemed to
be the one thing that would be the
most compelling and long-lasting,” Chindlund said. “We could
buy more books, we could buy
more databases, but they’re more
ephemeral in nature.”
According to Chindlund, this
new classroom will accommodate class sizes of 40 or more
students, and professors will be
able to schedule to use the space
in advance for the entire semester.
Chindlund added that up to four
classes would be able to use the
classroom daily between 8 a.m.
and 10 p.m.
Miriam Smith, executive
director of Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving, said the donation
was made in Epstein’s honor to
enhance the Library’s services,
resources, technology and space.
Chindlund said it was Epstein’s
affiliation with the Library that

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
According to the Dean of the Library Jan Chindlund, former Director of Instructional Media Services Horace Jimerson’s trust
also left the Library his personal collection of books and media, including ones on African American history and jazz music.

influenced Jimerson’s donation.
She added that Jimerson called
Epstein the “sister he never had.”
Epstein declined to comment as
of press time because she said it
was Jimerson’s wish not to receive
attention for his giving.
According to Chindlund, the
Library’s current classroom,
located on the second floor, will
be named after Epstein, as it was
the classroom she taught most in.
The new classroom, funded by
Jimerson, will suit various needs,
Chindlund added.
“There are not enough classrooms on the campus of a certain
size,” Chindlund said, adding that

most classrooms only accommodate up to 20 students.
Smith said she supports the
Library’s plans.
“It’s a really great idea because
it’s an open classroom concept that
the faculty can use [and] would
allow for another classroom
space,” Smith said.
Dennis McGuire, head of
Technical Services and College
Development in the Library
Department, said Jimerson also
donated his private collection of
books and media.
“There may have been close to 70
boxes of material,” McGuire said.
“It was a large personal library.”

Chindlund said the Library has
met with Columbia’s architect
Jacob Chartoff, adding that they
and will be speaking with people in
the IT and facilities departments
to plan the new addition.
The main focus is building this
new classroom but the Library
hopes to invest in other resources
if money is left over, she added.
“We don’t know what the price
tag is going to be yet, so we don’t
know how far this [donation] will
go,” Chindlund said. “[The classroom] is our number one priority
at the moment.”
agarza@chroniclemail.com
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Professor portrays Deaf
culture through pop art
» AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER
ACRYLIC PAINTINGS, WIRE sculptures and graphic design are the
elements James Van Manen,
associate professor in the American Sign Language-English
Interpretation Department,
uses to transform common ASL
symbols into works of art in his
recently extended solo art show.
Being hard of hearing and raised
by Deaf parents, Van Manen grew
up with ASL as his first language.
He combines his experience in the
Deaf community with his love for
pop art in the exhibit, titled “ASL
Pop Art,” in room 404 in 33 E.
Congress Parkway Building.
“I wanted to point out that signs
in American Sign Language can
be elevated to art,” Van Manen
said. “[When people] think about
a Deaf person, they say, ‘Oh they

can’t hear.’ They don’t think about
all of the things that are positive
that might exist in their lives, and
art is one of those things.”
Van Manen has been exploring
and studying art since the late
1990s and working in the pop art
genre since 2003.
Van Manen’s exhibit also displays his graphic design work done
in collabortion with fellow Deaf
artist, Ann Silver.
The exhibit began Sept. 25 and
was supposed to last only one
week, but has since been extended
to Oct. 15, Van Manen said.
Chair of the American Sign
Language-English Interpretation
Department Peter Cook said the
extension allows more students
and faculty to view a special part
of Deaf culture.
“People started to really trickle
in more and more,” Cook said.
“They didn’t realize they were

missing a cultural portion of what
American Sign Language and the
Deaf community has, so we asked
Jim if he could extend [his show].”
Bronwyn Schlaefer, sophomore theatre and American Sign
Language-English interpretation double major, said she enjoys
learning the stories behind Deaf
art pieces.
“[Deaf people are] just normal
people like us, so it’s really nice

to see [their artwork],” Schlaefer
said. “It’s cool to delve deeper into
their experiences that inspire
[their] art.”
Van Manen’s art is related to the
Deaf community or De’VIA.
De’VIA, according to DeafArt.
org., is a Deaf art movement created in May 1989,
“De’VIA is created when the artist intends to express their experience through visual art,” stated

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
James Van Manen, associate professor in the American Sign Language-English
Interpretation Department, combined ASL and pop art in his solo art show
displayed in room 404 of the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building.

~ Chicago’s premier spiritual and Metaphysical
Therapy, consultation, and readings

DeafArt.org. “De’VIA may also
be created by deafened or hearing artists, if the intention is to
create work that is born of their
Deaf experience.”
Although Van Manen only
became hard of hearing in the
last five years, Cook said it was
his experience of being a hearing
child living with Deaf adults that
shapes his De’VIA work.
“[Van Manen] grows up within
the Deaf world where the main
language is American Sign
Language, and he also experiences the hearing world, so he
has to balance the two of them
growing up,” Cook said. “He uses
that experience in his art work.”
Van Manen said he is glad
Columbia had him exhibit his
artwork despite not being a professional artist or an art professor.
“It’s great that I’m able to share
this at our college,” he said. “I look
forward to other faculty members
sharing what they do in their lives
to expand their understanding.”
agarza@chroniclemail.com
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FAFSA® AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1!
EARLIER, EASIER AND MORE ACCURATE FOR 2017-18

STARTING THIS YEAR, NEW CHANGES MAKE COMPLETING YOUR FAFSA EASIER THAN EVER.

IMPORTING

SUBMIT

1. You can submit your 2017-18 FAFSA
as as early as October 1, 2016, at
FAFSA.gov

2. You’ll use 2015 income and tax information,
imported directly from the IRS when you
complete the FAFSA online

HERE’S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 

APPLY FOR 2017–18 FINANCIAL AID
FOLLOW THE STEPS AND COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA® EARLIER.

YOU’LL USE EARLIER INCOME AND TAX INFORMATION.

You can file your 2017-18 FAFSA as early as October 1, 2016,
as opposed to January 1, 2017.

Beginning with the 2017-18 FAFSA, you will be required to
report income and tax information from an earlier tax year.

This earlier submission date will be a permanent change,
meaning you can complete and submit a FAFSA as early as
October 1 every year.

For example, on the 2017-18 FAFSA, you—and your parent(s),
as appropriate—will use already-filed 2015 income and tax
information, rather than your 2016 income and tax information.

By filing the FAFSA earlier, you’ll have an earlier indication of
how much your family is expected to contribute, which will help
with budgeting for the upcoming school year.

You won’t have to wait until you file your 2016 taxes—and,
because you’ll already have done your taxes when you fill out
your FAFSA, you may be able to automatically import your tax
information using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.

Student Financial
Services
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Students discuss queerness and
disability in Identi(tea)s event
» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
AS PART OF LGBT History Month,
Columbia student organization
Common Ground and the LGBTQ
Office of Culture and Community

held a discussion Oct. 6 about the
intersections of the queer and disabled communities.
Students in this often overlooked community were able to
discuss issues they face daily, such
as insulting comments, while also

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
Chicago artist and activist Carrie Kaufman (far left) visited Columbia Oct. 6 as
part of Common Ground’s “Identi(tea)s: Queerness and Disability.”
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learning more about the experiences of others.
“Identi(tea)s: Queerness and
Disability” was a new event for the
“Identi(tea)s” series that Common
Ground President Dean Strauss
created last semester.
“I just wanted to have a discussion on disability and queerness,
specifically physical disability,”
Strauss said. “I am physically
disabled and queer, and it’s not a
conversation we have often.”
Carrie Kaufman, an artist and
activist, was invited to participate because of her experiences
as a queer and disabled person
and as a member of Project Fierce
Chicago—an organization that
works to reduce homelessness
among LGBT youth, Strauss said.
She also works for Access Living,
an organization in Chicago that
advocates for disabled people.
“A lot of the time disability is not
on the radar, and that’s a disservice
to everybody,” Kaufman said.
Attendees also discussed the difficulties they faced with micro-aggressions, which are verbal or

nonverbal insults—both intentional and unintentional—that
communicate a negative message,
and how they should be handled in
certain situations.
“That would be a conversation
you would have with that person, like ‘How do you want me
to support you?’” Kaufman said.
“Sometimes what you really need
is somebody else to know you and
your disability well enough to know
that it is time for them to step in.”
Word choice and language was
a point of conversation along with
how others’ use of certain words
may be offensive to disabled people.
Kaufman used a personal example,
saying that although she may identify as “crippled,” others may not
like the use of that term.
“We need to identify how others
want to identify and be mindful
not to use things that are hurtful,”
Kaufman said.
Cas Bodamer, Common Ground
member and junior creative writing major, said these kinds of
discussions help Columbia bring
awareness to issues students face.

“There always has to be a forum
to talk about issues of minority
spaces and inclusion; otherwise,
they’re not going to be talked
about,” Bodamer said.
Milo Stewart, a freshman television major, said these discussions
help others learn to discuss topics
that are too frequently ignored.
“Disability is something that
able-bodied people don’t know
how to talk about,” Stewart said.
“It’s nice to have an open forum to
bring up various topics because,
otherwise, people dance around the
topic and don’t know what issues
that people face are.”
Bree Bracey, the communications chair for Common Ground,
said students could benefit from
Kaufman’s input.
“Anyone can talk about their
experiences, but someone who
actively works with those people
everyday and understands the
challenges is valuable,” Bracey said.
“They have a wealth of knowledge
that students might not have.”
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com
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“[There’s] a variety of reasons
why people might get more time [or]
pay even though they’d left but I was
just a very simple case,” Love said.
Richard Dowsek, current
interim vice president of Business
Affairs and CFO who also held the
position in 2014, also received one
of the highest payments—nearly
$250,000—despite only working
seven months of that fiscal year.
“Coming in as an interim person
or consultant, you would expect to
pay someone a higher rate because
they’re not an employee of the
college,” Jaehrling said, adding
he doesn’t know the specifics of
Dowsek’s negotiations.
Current employees on the list
include Vice President of Legal
Affairs and General Counsel
Patricia Bergeson, who earned
$245,253; Eliza Nichols, former
dean of the School of Fine &
Performing Arts and current professor in the Humanities, History
and Social Sciences Department,
who earned $228,796; Deborah
Holdstein, former dean of School
of Liberal Arts & Sciences and
current English Department professor, who earned $253,369; John
Green, former associate dean and
Theatre Department Chair, who
earned $226,581; Caroline Latta,
former academic dean who left
that position in 2001 and current
Theatre Department professor,
who appeared on the list with
$204,696 and Chief of Staff Dayle
Matchett was listed for the first
time with $187,402.
Though no longer working for
the college, former Vice President
of Legal Affairs Annice Kelly, who
left the college in August 2013,
received college compensation.
Annice Kelly told The Chronicle
she does not know why she still
appears on the form following her
August 2013 departure.

The News Office denied
requests for specifics regarding
former administrators’ payments
and their calculations, including
the reason for Annice Kelly’s most
recently documented payment.
For Carter and Annice Kelly,
Jaehrling said he does not think
payments will continue during
2015–2016, and added that the
payments could have been made
in early 2014.
Despite expensive top administration salaries, there was a
decrease in overall salary expenses
and number of employees, going
from about $131.3 million and
4,865 employees in the 2013–2014
tax form to more than $127.5 million and 4,677 employees for the
most current form.
“They’re probably getting rid of
more people on the bottom,” Buffa
said. “When they get rid of people,
it’s also not what their salary is but
their benefits. Getting rid of a lot
of employees who maybe [have]
lower salaries [and] also getting rid
of their benefits helps bring down
overall costs.”
Jaehrling said the lower total
expenditure, despite the higher
amount of administrative compensation, could reflect employees
who left the college, positions that
were not filled or employees who
took the Voluntary Separation
Incentive Program, an agreement
made available to some full-time
faculty and staff in the Spring 2015
Semester offering them a buyout.
In comparison to Carter, Kim
earned a higher base salary than
his predecessor. While the former
president’s 2013–2014 salary
before benefits was approximately
$347,000, Kim started 2014 at
nearly $369,000.
Buffa said changes in base
pay for college executives could
be a result of multiple factors,
including the college comparing
salaries from other institutions or

recruiting highly regarded executives from other institutions.
The form does not document full
salaries for current and recently
departed administrators Senior
Vice President and Provost
Stan Wearden and former Vice
President of Business Affairs
and CFO Michelle Gates. Both
assumed their positions in July
2014, but Gates left during the
Spring 2016 Semester. Wearden
earned $171,934 for his partial
salary and Gates earned $117,586.
Requests for Wearden and
Gates’ full salaries, which will
be disclosed in the 2015–2016
Form 990, were denied by the
News Office.
In addition to new compensation
figures, the document also showed
that the college is operating with a
smaller endowment and losses on
its investments.
The endowment, which represents Columbia’s savings, ended
fiscal year 2014–2015 down. The
college left the 2013-2014 fiscal
year with a nearly $141 million
endowment, which dropped
to approximately $132 million
because of investment losses and
college spending.
While the college has traditionally not drawn money from its
endowment, a fund that has continually grown since 2008–2009,
the 2014–2015 fiscal year included
board approval of more than $6
million, to be taken out to cover
operational expenses, approximately double the amount it
withdrew during 2013–2014. That
year was the first time the college
adopted this practice, according
to Jaehrling.
Jaehrling said the withdrawal
of endowment money to pay for
operations is not directly related
to the college’s declining revenue.
Bill Wolf, chairman to the Board
of Trustees, said Columbia will
continue to withdraw funds from

the endowment. The amount withdrawn, he said, has and will continue to rise and be applied toward
the essentials.
“The endowment is being utilized to help fund the operations of
the school, which in turn funds the
Strategic Plan,” Wolf said.
While millions of dollars were
also taken out of the college’s
endowment in 2013-2014, the
investment revenue deposited
into the fund was more than $17
million, following a several-year
increase of money being put
into college’s savings. For the
2014–2015 fiscal year, however,
Columbia saw an investment loss
of about $3 million, making it
the first investment loss for the
endowment since the 2008–2009
fiscal year.
According to data released by
the Commonfund Institute, educational endowments’ investments
returned an average of 15. 5 percent
for the 2014 fiscal year. Columbia’s
endowment decreased by 6.4 percent at around the same time.
As reported Nov. 30, 2015, by
The Chronicle, the late former
board chairman Dick Kiphart said
he predicted the endowment would
rise during this time.
“Dick is an eternal optimist,”
Wolf said. “I’m sure what he was
saying is we’re always hopeful that
we’re going to see increase in market price and therefore an increase
in the endowment. But we don’t
have a crystal ball, so given what
happened in the overall market
last year, we did pretty well.”
Buffa said that while it’s not
uncommon to see a dip in some
years, he was surprised to see it
in the most recently documented
year because most clients he has
worked with saw a trend upward
during that time.
Buffa added that the college
can be affected by continuing
decline if the pattern continues

in the following years.
“I don’t know what their
approach is, but long-term, if you
don’t have people contributing to
the endowment, it can affect the
school,” he said. “I would say that
would be years. It would have to be
like a ten-year trend.”
While the fiscal year shows a
loss, Wolf said the calendar year
showed more promise than the
form does.
“Over the calendar year, the
endowment was flat,” Wolf said.
“The returns that were generated
in the marketplace over the last five
years have been pretty remarkable,
and it’s becoming increasingly difficult in the market that we’re in
with this low interest environment
to continue to generate 8 to 10 to 15
percent of returns we had after the
[2008–2009 fiscal year] fallback.”
The college also saw a sizable
increase in the contributions and
grants category of revenue, rising
from nearly $8 million to more than
$14.1 million. While the amount
of gifts and donations stayed at
approximately $3 million for the
last two fiscal years, the final
installment of a grant from former governor Pat Quinn brought
Columbia’s grant total to about $10
million, up from about $4.2 million.
“One of the things we’ve decided
to do with the administration and
board is to step back and say, ‘How,
over the next five to 10 years, do
we build a new environment for
alumni giving and for being able to
have a base of giving?’” Wolf said.
Though the college’s ability to
invest back into the college remains
low, Jaehrling echoed statements
from Wolf saying Columbia is in
good financial health.
“Our balance sheet is very
good as a college... Compared to a
school of our size, we’re in a strong
financial position,” Jaehrling said.
chronicle@colum.edu

Endowment
Revenue
Expenses
Net Revenue
» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE
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Rock and roll felines perform with cat-itude » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

Chicago Reader staff members, journalists and local
politicians stood outside of the Sun-Times building,
350 N. Orleans Ave., on Oct. 6 to show solidarity for
the Reader staff, who are calling for wage increases.
They have not received an increase in 10 years.

» PHOTOS ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

‘Chicago can’t afford to lose the Reader’
Chicago’s alt-weekly rallies support, places pressure on owners
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

Chicago Sun-Times
building and confined to a small bit of sidewalk, hundreds of Chicagoans gathered
Oct. 6, rallying to save the Chicago Reader,
proving the iconic paper is not going anywhere if support remains strong.
Chicago’s long-running alternative
weekly newspaper has been facing monetary and staff cutbacks since Wrapports,
LLC bought the paper in 2012, as reported
May 2 by The Chronicle.
The Chicago News Guild, a labor union of
media employees, teamed with the Chicago
Federation of Labor and other unions at
350 N. Orleans Ave. as an intensified step
in fighting for the paper’s future.
“I’ve been reading the Reader since I
learned how to read,” joked former Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn, who spoke at the rally.
“Having great writers and people who help
those writers put out an edition every week
is an important institution in our city.”
The Chicago News Guild started a
petition April 21 addressing the Reader’s
survival. The “Save the Chicago Reader”
campaign, which currently has 6,900
signatures, asks Bruce Sagan, owner of
the company, to invest in the Reader by
granting staff higher wages.
HUDDLED UNDER THE

The rally showed Chicago that the
Reader is an invaluable source to the city,
according to Robert Reiter, Jr., secretary
and treasurer of the Chicago Federation
of Labor, who opened the hour-long rally
with an energetic spirit. It attracted aldermen, union supporters and journalists, all
emphasizing the Reader’s importance to
the city.
“That information you convey to literally
millions of people is vital if we are going
to have a strong democracy,” Quinn said.
“We cannot allow the plutocrats to break
unions and break the opportunity to work
hard and get a decent wage.”
Reiter echoed these sentiments, painting
a picture of the effect wealthy business
owners have on journalism.
“They shrunk it, neglected it, and what
has that given us? Donald Trump,” Reiter
said. “It gave us a society that doesn’t rely
on information and facts to make decisions.”
Alderman Brendan Reilly (42nd Ward),
who represents the downtown area, said
the paper is part of the community’s social
fabric. He criticized the lack of a wage
increase in 10 years, calling it “criminal.”
“Chicago cannot afford to lose the Reader,”
Reilly said. “The Chicago Reader is as much
Chicago as the Cubs or the White Sox.”
Alderman Carlos Ramirez-Rosa (35th
Ward) expressed his support to the crowd

for the paper and the journalism it presents.
He reminded the audience that Chicago is
a union town, and it was here that the labor
union started.
“[Journalism] is there to hold the politicians, the government and the rich and
powerful accountable,” Ramirez-Rosa said.
The Reader, which began publishing
in 1971, is a staple of Chicago’s political
and culture scene, publishing stories by
award-winning veteran writers such as
Ben Joravsky, who was spoken about reverently by each speaker at the rally, including
local aldermen and the news guild’s organizer Dave Roeder.
Alderman Ameya Pawar (47th Ward)
remembered Joravsky as the only reporter
who gave him attention in 2011 when he
was running for alderman, campaigning
door to door with no budget.
“Now I hope to return the favor—I stand
with you in solidarity,” Pawar said, addressing the passionate crowd of supporters.
Joravsky said it was gratifying to hear
the impact he has made on the city and
Chicago politics throughout his 25-year
career at the Reader.
“I was so moved by them coming out and
saying nice things about me, even though
I have knocked all of them,” Joravsky said.
Reader reporter Aimee Levitt, who made
signs for the rally that read “three years

and no raise,” also thanked the crowd for
support and added that most of the staff
needs to freelance to make ends meet.
“We all continue to work here because
we believe in the journalism the Reader
does,” Levitt said. “We wish management
believed in us and our work as much as
we do.”
Jim Kirk, editor-in-chief of the SunTimes, said in an April 25 emailed
statement that the company continues
to negotiate with The Reader employees
in good faith. However, according to J.R.
Jones, film editor at the Reader who has
been on staff for 19 years, the Reader gave
Wrapports a printed copy of the petition
but did not hear back from the company.
The rally’s goal was mainly to cause
noise to reach the offices of Wrapports on
the 10th floor.
“Their response was to pretend it was not
happening,” Jones said. “[They are] trying
to ignore us.”
Supporters made it clear they would not
let this happen. Many voiced compelling
reasons why the Reader is special to them.
Sam Halloway, of Local 2 firefighters union,
was there to support the Reader and his
fellow union cohorts as well as Joravsky,
his neighbor and friend.
“If I want to know what is happening
today, I’ll look in the Sun-Times or the
Tribune, but if I want to know why it’s
happening, I’m going to look to the Chicago
Reader,” Halloway said.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
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POST ANIMAL & SHAH JAHAN
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

The world needs to move
on from 'Harry Potter'

T

he final trailer for "Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them"
came out Sept. 28, and the newest
addition to the "Harry Potter" franchise
finally has a bit of a followable plot. And,
it completely panders to its audience.
The addition to the already jampacked franchise drops buzzwords
like "Muggle," and names of beloved
characters like Gellert Grindelwald and
Albus Dumbledore, to assure filmmakers
will have the attention of longtime fans.
However, until the last trailer, the
movie's plot was weak, if not somewhat
unclear. Newt Scamander lost a bunch of
magical creatures in New York and has
to find them, so what? Previous trailers
made the movie look more like a feelgood, family comedy, the opposite of the
grittier, more serious original movies
with a few light moments thrown in.
The Sept. 28 trailer gave the upcoming movie more conflict for fans to
look forward to among Scamander, the
wizards of New York and America's
"No-Maj" aka Muggle population. A war
in Britain, possibly led by Grindelwald,
was also mentioned in passing.
The new trailer gives the movie a
bit more character and intrigue, but
comparing this addition to the quality of
original eight movies is unrealistic, as
is considering the "Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child" play and published script
comparable to the original seven books.
Much like the "Fantastic Beasts"
film, "The Cursed Child" used novelty
and the nostalgia fans feel toward
original "Harry Potter" characters,
settings and concepts, to cash in.
It is understandable that it is hard for
some to let go of a series that was the
defining franchise for a generation of
people born in the '80s, '90s and even
2000s, but nothing is ever going to compare to the original, so there's no point
in pretending even these spin-offs are
worthy. Also, it seems like nobody has to
move on entirely from the original series
as IMAX announced on its website Oct.

Virgin Hotels Chicago
230 N. Wabash Ave.
Free
8:30 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 10
PLEASE THE TREES

TOM ODELL

Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
Free

Park West
322 W. Armitage Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$20 adv, $22 door

Wednesday, Oct. 12

3 that starting Oct. 13, the original
eight movies will be shown in IMAX
theaters across the country for a week.
Though both of these new works were
created, at least partially, by "Harry
Potter" author J.K. Rowling, they still
seem to miss the mark. Rowling just
continues to try to churn out stories in
a series that was supposed to be over in
2011 with the final "Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows—Part 2" movie.
A "Fantastic Beasts" novel was
released in 2001 as a companion to
the still-being-produced novels and
films but was not a narrative story like
the current movie. Instead, the book
was supposed to represent one of the
textbooks Hogwarts requires for its
"Care of Magical Creatures" class, much
like the companion book "The Tales of
Beedle the Bard" released a few months
after the final "Harry Potter" novel.
With the number of works that
are part of the original series, the
merchandise sold worldwide and the
Wizarding World of Harry Potter theme
parks in the U.S. and Japan, there is
definitely enough "Harry Potter" to
go around, and Rowling should be
happy with what she has created. She
and Hollywood need to stop adding
story after story to this fictional universe before they end up beating the
much-loved franchise into the dirt.
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FROM THE FRONT ROW

Camila, Mexican pop-rock group,
performed at House of Blues,
329 N. Dearborn St., Oct. 6 after
its break from Chicago, lasting
more than a decade.

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
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Chicago to get inked
with tattoo exhibition
»MACKENZIE CROSSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
UNITING ART, HISTORY and popular
culture, the Field Museum of Natural History will paint a colorful
chapter with its new exhibition,
“Tattoo,” opening Oct. 21.
The exhibit, which has been
in the works since July and runs
until April 30, 2017, explores cultures from around the world with
ancient traditions of tattooing.
The historical reasons for tattooing have included identifying
social standing to healing rituals,
personal expression, religious
beliefs or occasionally even punishments, according to Janet Hong,
the exhibition’s project manager.
“There aren’t any animals that
will [adorn themselves],” Hong
said. “[Tattoos are] something
that makes us distinctly human.”

According to a July 14 press
release, the exhibit, which is having its U.S. debut, will display 170
objects initially curated by musée
du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac
in Paris.
The oldest tattoo in the exhibit
dates back 5,000 years to the
Italian Alps, where a man’s body
adorned with 62 tattoos was naturally preserved. The Iceman’s
body, known as Ötzi, is famous in
the world of science preservation
because his body was naturally
mummified after being frozen in
the freezing temperatures and
heavy snowfall of the Alps, according to Hong.
Because body art is a significant
part of contemporary popular culture, “Tattoo” places the art form
in a historical context. Alaka
Wali, curator of North American
Anthropology at the Field Museum,

said current tattoo art culture
reflects a myriad of influences.
“So much of what we think of as
popular culture today is informed
by music, art [and] practices from
different cultures [that] have gone
on over time,” Wali said.
The exhibit will also include
aspects of Chicago’s contemporary tattoo culture. The work of
Guy Aitchison, a tattoo artist
from Creal Springs, Illinois, will
be displayed on a series of silicone
replicas of the human body.
According to Hong, these tattoo sculptures feature a life-sized
torso on which Aitchison has tattooed his own designs. Chicago
Tattoo and Piercing Company, the
oldest tattoo studio in the city, will
also have one of its artists, Joel
Molina, tattooing at the exhibit.
Wali said the exhibit opened her
eyes to the vast amount of tattoos
that there are in Chicago and in
modern culture today, especially
among young people.
“It’s pretty awesome how much
tattooing has become widespread,”
Wali said.

Jessie Barber, a shop manager
at Chicago Tattoo and Piercing
Company, 1017 W. Belmont Ave.,
said Chicago’s rich history of tattooing suggests the exhibit could
act as artistic inspiration for the
local tattoo community.
“Meeting other people, whether it
be within our city or beyond, who
have shared those same experiences helps make a connection I
haven’t found through many other

avenues,” Barber said. “I would
hope to think that’s world-spread.”
Wali said the museum is hoping
the exhibit will be popular with
younger Chicagoans, who are at
home with this art form.
“In the ‘90s, people felt [tattooing] was a fad, and it would fade
away, but I think it’s just getting
stronger and stronger,” Hong said.
chronicle@colum.edu
» Courtesy FIELD MUSEUM

Traditional Japanese irezumi tattoos, dating back to 10,000 BC, are scheduled to
be featured in the “Tattoo”exhibit at the Field Museum, 1400 S. Lake Shore Drive.
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brand new
apartments
coming
summer
2017!

LoVe wHere
You LiVe.
APARTMENT AMENITIES
modern, Fully Furnished units with
Floor to ceiling windows each bedroom
Has it’s own bathroom
Luxury Finishes including Quartz
countertops & stainless steel appliances
washer & dryer in unit
Flat screen 40” HdtV with robust
cable/internet package
gear wall | walk in closets

COMMUNITY AMENITIES
club, game & media rooms
Café With Free Single-Serve Coffee Maker
tech Hub – Quickly connect online
& enjoy Free printing
Lounge areas | study Lounge | High-speed
internet & wi-Fi 24-Hour Fitness center with
cardio & weights
outdoor terraces with gas grills, Fire pit,
indoor/outdoor Fireplace & Large screen tV
sky Lounge & terrace with panoramic
Views of the chicago skyline
indoor bike storage & repair station
ground Floor retail
24-Hour emergency maintenance/ management
secure parcel delivery area at main Lobby
controlled building access

LIVE AT: 30 EAST BALBO AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60605
LEASE AT: 400 SOUTH DEARBORN CHICAGO, IL 60605
331-256-5131 www.30EastApts.com
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First campfire festival aims to warm up Chicagoans
» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
AS THE WEATHER gets colder and
jackets heavier, the desire to feel
the warmth of a campfire grows.
For Jeff Fearon and Katie Neenan,
the president and the chairperson
of InTheParks.org, the “charisma”
of a campfire deserved its own
kind of celebration.
The first Chicago Campfire
Festival, scheduled to take place
Oct. 15 from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m., will
offer a variety of events for all ages
at Chase Park, 4701 N. Ashland
Ave., in conjunction with the Chase
Park Advisory Council.
Daytime activities will include
tractor rides, live music, a corn
maze, a pumpkin patch and
bounce houses, while nighttime
will feature ghost stories read
around a campfire by professional
storyteller Mark Kater.
According to Fearon, eight to 10
small campfires will be reserved
for marshmallow roasting, with

a larger bonfire for ambience.
Guests are encouraged to bring
picnic baskets and enjoy the
warmth and entertainment.
“Growing up in a city, you don’t
get to experience [campfires],”
said Jennifer Zacarias, director
of marketing and events for Logan
Theatre, a sponsor of the festival.
“For some, it may be nostalgic or a
whole new experience altogether.”
The event will be kid- and petfriendly, but adult supervision is
mandatory at the fire pits, Fearon
said. Although attendants will be
on hand, the long sticks for marshmallow roasting will ensure children remain a safe distance from
open flames, he added.
“[Creating this event] has been
a really positive experience,”
Fearon said, citing the “tremendous response” from organizations
willing to sponsor the event.
Zacarias said she learned about
the event from Chicago Park
District’s Facebook page, and the
sponsorship developed from there.

“Being raised [in] a Chicago Park
District as a kid and knowing
that they had these programs, we
thought it would be a perfect fit,”
Zacarias said. “Anything that has

» JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

to do with the community, we want
to be a part of.”
For Chicagoans, campfires are
rare because of city regulations.
The City of Chicago prohibits
open fire when wind is above
15 mph, according to the “Open
Fires Prohibited” section of the
Air Pollution Control Ordinance.
“There is something primitive in
our DNA [and] roots [that makes
people] want to gather by light,”
Fearon said. Fearon added that the
Natural Resource Department of
the park district will be in attendance to help set up the bonfires.
Fearon and Neenan came up
with the idea for the celebration
when they were planning seasonal events. After doing online
research and receiving permission from the Park District to go
forward, they began contacting
sponsors and live performers, who
include 2014 music alum Rebecca
“Bex” Chapman and performers
from Fury Theatre who will act
out seasonal, themed stories.

Chapman said Fearon came to
them after hearing their solo music
and is excited for the opportunity
to play and attend. They added that
fellow musician Ben Malby will
accompany them for renditions of
different genres. They added that
everybody loves the feeling of fall.
“[Chicago Campfire Festival is
there to] celebrate the season,”
Chapman said.
Other sponsors include Tiny
Giants Early Learning Center by
Lake Shore Schools, and Campfire
Marshmallows, which donated
more than 5,000 marshmallow
packages for the event.
“[Campfires] bring small communities together and more intimate friends together,” Fearon
said. “Even if you’re not an outdoors person, it sounds appealing.”
Whether for the “magical
dancing light” or the relaxation
campfires can bring, Fearon said
he hopes the feeling of familiarity
at the festival will resonate with
the city.
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink

+

312-583-910 767 S. STATE ST. CHICAGO, IL 60605

Small Fries

With a purchase of $6 or more

OCTOBER 10, 2016 THE CHRONICLE 17

ARTS & CULTURE

Uptown showcases local
diversity with new event
» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
THE UPTOWN COMMUNIT Y will
travel the globe and benefit charity during “Taste of Uptown,”
which will feature culinary
“passports” to participating local
restaurants offering cuisines
from around the world.
Plans for the Oct. 12 event—
hosted by Business PartnersThe Chamber for Uptown—have
been in the works since March
and solidified in July and August,
according to Greg Carroll, the
chamber’s director of partnership
and events.
“We were really lucky our restaurants here were eager to support
[Taste of Uptown],” Carroll
said, noting many lost business
because of construction work to
rebuild the Wilson el stop.

The Oct. 12 event begins at
Uptown Arcade, 4830 N. Broadway,
where participants will “check-in”
at the bar that is famous for its
whiskeys. The will serve as the
event’s headquarters.
Then, visitors will venture down
Broadway for bite-sized meals,
with each restaurant stamping
their “passport,” according to
Martin Sorge, executive director
of the chamber.
“Uptown is a great place to
explore, and this event will
showcase just a few of the great
offerings it has,” Sorge said, adding
that the neighborhood’s residents
need to remember that “diversity
is delicious.”
Participating restaurants
will include Baker & Nosh,
Everybody’s Coffee, Crew Bar +
Grill, Pokiology, Lao Sze Chuan,
Palla’s Grill and Thai Uptown.

Ramona Thomas, chief sweets
officer at My Chocolate Soul,
which will make its retail debut at
the event, said she could not think
of a better organization to receive
the proceeds.
Thomas, who began making desserts after taking a French pastry
course in 2010, moved to Uptown
this past summer. Her chocolates
have been featured in the 2014
ESPYs and 2015 NBA All-Star
VIP gift bags, but Thomas said she
sees the opening as an opportunity
to reach a new audience.
“Uptown is an amazing commuLocated at 1303 W Wilson Ave., Baker & Nosh is just one of 18 participating restaunity,” Thomas said. “It will be nice
rants that will be featured in the inaugural “Taste of Uptown” Oct. 12.
to contribute and meet people.”
“Uptown is a really diverse in 1989. In July, the restaurant
Rich Troche, director of operaneighborhood, and our restaurant closed after a $350,000 budget tions at Everybody’s Coffee, 935 W.
scene reflects that,” Carroll said. cut in 2014, according to a July Wilson Ave., said the coffee shop
Proceeds from ticket sales will 12 blog post by executive director moved to Uptown when it needed
benefit Inspiration Corporation, and CEO Shannon Stewart.
to expand the business about two
an organization that supplies
“A lot of [local] nonprofits are and a half years ago.
culinary classes and jobs for the facing issues due to the current
“It’s great to see different events
homeless and impoverished.
budget situation in Illinois,” happening that promote the life
The first Inspiration Kitchen Carroll said. “We were devastated and people of Uptown,” Troche
was founded by Chicago police to hear they had to close down and said. “To be a part of it is exciting.”
officer Lisa Nigro and opened in thought [this event was] a great
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com
Uptown at 4715 N. Sheridan Road way to try and support it.”
» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
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Pin, patch pop-up brings
whole ‘gang’ together

Stork Stoltz said she enjoyed
meeting colleagues face-to-face.
“[Because] everything is done
online, it’s really nice to meet people in person and not do everything
over email or Instagram,” she said.
» TYRA BOSNIC
Rachel Stork Stoltz, owner and
Chicago is welcoming to small
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
creator of Anatomical Element businesses, and artists have the
and member of GirlPinGang, said ability to showcase their work to
A POP-UP SHOP hosted by GirlP- she appreciates the collective’s
city residents, especially during
inGang, a collective meant to feminist mission.
the summer, Stork Stolz said.
empower women and nonbinary
“It is women supporting and
“There’s nearly a festival every
pin and patch makers, will be held empowering other women,” Stork weekend in Chicago in the sumOct. 16 at the Empty Bottle in the Stoltz said. “We need more of that mer,” Stork Stoltz said. “You’re
Ukrainian Village neighborhood. going on.”
going to find some really, really
The Fall Flair Festival located at
Although the focus of the Fall talented artists.”
1035 N. Western Ave. will feature Flair Festival is showing and
Although Chicago may welcome
almost 30 vendors’ work. Many, selling work created by members small businesses, many indepenlike Furious Flair and Anatomical of the collective, there is also an dent pin makers worry their origElement, are Chicago-based.
emphasis on networking.
inal pin designs will be copied by
According to Amanda Stilwell,
“It’s a really good space for cama- large retailers.
co-founder of GirlPinGang, the raderie and meeting and interactTuesday Bassen, an onlinecollective was created to give her ing with people,” Stilwell said. “It’s based pin maker, gained attention
and co-founder Melisser Elliott a not just an exchange of products in July 2016 after an Instagram
space in which to discuss business and money, it is a community.”
post accused clothing label Zara
and be a part of the pin community.
Jeanna Iammarino, co-founder of appropriating her designs.
“[The community] was a boys of Furious Flair, said she and
Because members of the collecclub, and we wanted a place where fellow founders anticipate tive were affected, GirlPinGang’s
the two of us could chat about the making more connections with founders are wary of large retailins and outs of business,” she said. GirlPinGang members
ers copying designs, Stilwell noted.

“At least three or four makers in
GirlPinGang had their stuff stolen,”
Stilwell said.“It’s an issue, and we
have conversations about it.”
According to Iammarino, events
like Fall Flair are needed within
the pin community to raise awareness of commercial appropriation
of pin designs.
“It’s really important that
events like it exist,” Iammarino
said. “People can get out there and
spread the word.”
tbosnic@chroniclemail.com

» Courtesy RACHEL STORK STOLTZ

Chicago businesses, like Anatomical Element and Furious Flair, will be
participating in the Fall Flair Festival
on Oct. 16 at the Empty Bottle, 1035 N.
Western Ave.

» Courtesy JEANNA IAMMARINO
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Crowdfunding
Crayons:

Teachers get creative to provide for students

T

Story by Jonathon Sadowski

eresa Jay did not expect to have
to pay to do her job. When she
began working as an art teacher at Perkins Bass Elementary School in
Englewood with several hundred public
school students, her school provided only
a paltry amount of crayons and some
sheets of construction paper.
To meet the needs of her students and teach the way she knew
she should, she became one of many
teachers who spends thousands of
dollars on classroom supplies their
school did not provide.
Most young teachers do not stop to
think of just how selfless they need to be
to be an educator, even if they are in the
middle of getting a teaching degree. Jay
said she went back to college to become
a teacher but was disappointed to learn
that the financial sacrifices go beyond long
hours and a low salary.
Jay waited for a classroom budget that
never came. She was on her own.
“I’m in the middle of this,” Jay said. “I
went back to school to do this. I raised my
children and they went to school, and yet
I had no idea [about] the state of things.”
Teachers spend an average of $500
per year on basic classroom supplies that
many students’ families cannot afford, especially in high-poverty school districts,
according to a 2015 survey of more than

500 teachers by Agile Education Marketing. About 99.5 percent of teachers dip
into their own pockets, according to the
National School Supply and Equipment
Association, but many teachers cannot
easily afford that extra $500 per year.
Teachers already make
considerably less than other college-educated public workers on average;
public school teachers
make an average salary
of $50,000. This socalled “pay penalty” has
only increased in severity, going from -5.6
percent in 1979 to -17
percent in 2015, according to an Aug. 16
article from the Washington Post.
Linda Darling-Hammond, president of
the Learning Policy Institute said in a Sept.
14 Washington Post article that in more
than 30 states, a mid-career teacher who
is head of a family of four is eligible for
government assistance programs.
Having to pay for her own supplies is not realistic considering what
teachers earn, Jay, a 2014 education
alumna, said. But, it is an unfortunate
necessity to adequately teach.
“If [teachers] care at all, they do
the same thing,” Jay said.
Teachers have been forced to seek
out alternatives to score free supplies. Blogs such as Positive Learning
try to help educators secure funding
by suggesting websites and organizations that can help. Donors Choose,
a nonprofit website, has given teachers the opportunity to mount
crowdfunding campaigns along the
lines of Kickstarter.
Donors Choose, a prominent option
founded in 2000, has exploded in teacher use, increasing from $1.1 million total
donations in 2003 to a record $92.8 million in 2015. The site has raised more than
$470 million since 2000, but more than
$250 million of that was from 2014 to
present day. Donations for 2016 are pro-

Design by Gabriel de la Mora
jected to exceed last year’s record, having
raised $82.3 million as of press time.
Dawn Johnson, a kindergarten teacher at Mitchell Elementary School in Racine, Wisconsin, recently ran a campaign
through Donors Choose asking for items
to help children work on fine motor skills
to improve their writing. Her campaign,
“Strong Hands Make Strong Writers!,”
successfully brought in about $590.
Johnson and her two fellow kindergarten teachers at Mitchell split a $50 yearly
budget, but the funds invariably go toward
essentials such as paper, she said. But with
that budget, even the essentials do not
last the entire school year.
“Doctors don’t have to purchase their
prescription pads or things like that,”
Johnson said. “But, [teachers are] buying
Kleenex, we’re buying paper [and] tools
so these kids can learn.”
Donors Choose makes a point to reach
out to schools with the highest levels
of poverty, said organization spokesman

Chris Pearsall. While Donors Choose can
be used for field trips or class projects,
it is most common to see campaigns for
basic supplies, he added.
“We’d love to never have to see a
teacher asking for pencils and paper on
our site again,” Pearsall said. “That would
be the day we say, ‘Success.’”

The average campaign on Donors
Choose asks for $656, and 72 percent of
projects end up being funded. The two
most expensive projects currently on the
website, asking for $108,551 and $92,580,
are for instruments for a music class and a
field trip to France.
In Springfield, Massachusetts, a project
called Tools 4 Teaching provides teachers
with a “shopping spree” twice per month
to pick up supplies that other educators
no longer need. The Computers Recycling Center also recycles computers and
other technology for educational use.
Alison Eichhorn, a Chicago Teachers
Union executive board member who has
taught in CPS for nine years, said it is possible to get reimbursed by some schools
for some out-of-pocket expenses, but the
process is not simple. It can take up to
two months for orders to get approved
and delivered, she said.
“You don’t need it in two months; you
need it now,” said Eichhorn, who currently teaches at Lindblom Math and Science
Academy in Englewood,
where she said the only
thing provided for teachers
is printer paper.
Eichhorn coaches the
varsity softball team at
Lindblom and has used Donors Choose 14 times for
every student need from
books to computers to helmets for the team.
Tom Noonan, who has a
doctorate in urban education and is currently principal of Catholic Memorial
High School in Waukesha,
Wisconsin, said teachers are
able to claim tax deductions
for expenditures for which they are not
reimbursed, which makes some educators more willing to spend out of pocket.
However, teachers can only receive a
maximum deduction of $250—far less
than what the average teacher spends or
vies for online. The deduction had officially expired at the end of 2014, but Con-

y
Art teacher Teresa Ja
had to purchase all
et
supplies out of pock
for her classroom at
Perkins Bass Elemen
tary School, where in
her first year she said
she spent $2000.

gress extended it and made it permanent
in December 2015.
“[The deduction is] nothing,” Eichhorn
said. “That doesn’t make you
want to spend more. You’re
not getting reimbursed.”
Rep. Dina Titus of Nevada
and the National Education
Association in the Tax Relief
for Educators Act of 2009 lobbied to increase the deduction
to $500 to no avail.
The average parent contribution for back-to-school shopping
is $630.36, but this includes purchases such as clothes and other
apparel, according to the National
Retail Federation. Back-to-school
supply lists themselves can cost
upward of $100 or $200, depending on a student’s grade level.
Noonan said the average parent contribution has risen over
the past 15–20 years, which has taken some of the burden to provide
for students off teachers. However,
teachers in schools “where there’s
greater demographic need” frequently have to provide what would usually
be purchased by students’ parents,
he noted.
A host of companies and philanthropic organizations including Clorox, Grant
a Wish School Program and Sprint have
programs to deliver backpacks of supplies to students throughout the country.
Administrative
costs are relatively
modest. According
to a study by the
American Association of School Administrators of the
2006–2007 academic
year, only 10.8 percent of public school
budgets goes to administration, while 65.8 percent goes to
instructional costs.

» Photos Courtesy TER

While greater funding toward instruction-related spending is beneficial, there
are still problems with getting that money to students, according to Mary Claire
Reim, a research associate of education
policy at Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank.
“The answer is not necessarily to give
more money to the system because
there’s no evidence of that money trickling down to the students,” Reim said.
“It’s all being absorbed by the bureaucracy of the administration.”
Though administrative costs have increased in recent years, that does not
mean the money is wasted, said Lisette
Partelow, director of teacher policy at the
Center for American Progress, a liberal
think tank. Instead, Partelow said there
is “no way there’s enough money in education” when teachers are so frequently
reaching into their own pockets for such
high amounts.
Reim said the funding of public schools
is inefficient, so she advocates for more
charter schools and school voucher programs because she said it is easy to find
out exactly where the funding goes in
those schools.
However, Noonan, who taught at a private school before becoming a principal,
said lack of classroom funding extends
to private schools as well, but it is not
as prevalent.
On a national level, at least 31 states
offered less funding
per student in
2014 than in
2008 during the
Great Recession,
according to a Jan.
25, 2016, report
from The Center
on Budget and Policy
Priorities. Low-income
students benefit from better-funded schools and are more likely
to graduate high school and have higher
lifetime earnings, according to the report.

ESA JAY

Schools have been receiving less funding overall from both states and the federal government, and Title I—a federal
program that offers fiscal assistance for
high-poverty schools—has suffered an 11
percent funding cut since 2010, according
to CBPP.
Maia Cucchiara, an associate professor
of urban education at Temple University in Philadelphia, said future teachers
should not roll over and accept paying for
their own supplies so easily.
“When we assume that’s the case,
that’s when we stop protesting it and arguing for something better,” Cucchiara
said. “Just because it’s the norm doesn’t
mean it shouldn’t be.”
Cucchiara said the situation is a “classic case”
in which the government fails to provide
what it should. She
proposed there be a
fund for principals to
divide among teachers based on each
individual classroom’s
material needs.

Since 2008, the
nation has also lost 297,000 education
jobs but gained 804,000 K–12 students,
according to CBPP. One of the chief complaints of those critical of public schools is
increasing class sizes, Eichhorn said.
Reim noted that Washington D.C.’s
budget per student in the public school
district is about $30,000, so she does not
believe teachers dipping into their own
money is a failure on the government’s
behalf. She says a lack of accountability is
the issue.
Tennessee passed a bill March 25 to
increase educational funding by $261 mil-

lion, but it does not say anything about
classroom spending specifically. It does,
however, increase teacher salaries. The
bill continues the trend of recent increases in funding in all but 12 states.
Johnson offered another solution: to inform the public of all the struggles teachers have to endure to provide for their
students. The public should see teachers’
actual classrooms, she said.
“If they could see everything [educators are [doing, that might make a difference,” Johnson said. “They might be more
willing to support [increased] funding for
schools and referendums.”
The public could be unaware how much
students have to learn to be successful
now, Jay said. The world is
more complex now than
it was when the adults in
charge were in school,
she added.
“Until you have a child
in the school system, you
forget,” Jay said. “And
even that is very, very different from teaching and
being responsible for that
many children.”
Even if parents have
simply forgotten everything teachers
do, Jay said she is
not sure exactly how to fix the
problem of low classroom funding and is
unsure as to how and why it became such
a huge problem in the first place.
“You can’t walk into a room and [teach
children with] just sheer will and the
sound of your voice,” Jay said. “You have
to use materials.”
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com
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DJ REZZ doesn’t see Something Wrong Here

» Courtesy VANESSA LOVETT

Isabelle Rezazadeh, also known as DJ REZZ,
will perform at Concord Music Hall, located
at 2047 N. Milwaukee Ave., on Oct. 22. She
plans to perform songs from her recently
released EP.
» TYRA BOSNIC
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

I

sabelle Rezazadeh, also known as
REZZ, is an up-and-coming DJ from
Niagara Falls, Ontario. On Oct. 7, she
released her EP, Something Wrong Here,
via mau5trap Records, a label created by
deadmau5. She will perform songs from
her new EP at Concord Music Hall, 2047 N.
Milwaukee Ave., during her show Oct. 22.

The Chronicle spoke with Rezazadeh
to discuss her new release, growing up in
Canada and succeeding in the electronic
music scene at a young age.
THE CHRONICLE: How did you
become interested in dance music?
ISABELLE REZAZADEH: I initially
became interested because I was obsessed
with deadmau5’s music and his entire
brand—like his live visuals. That inspired

me, initially. Once I started producing music,
I took my own route and did my own version.
I have always liked dance music, and it was
only a matter of time before I found my own
sound and my own style. Now, here I am with
a very clear vision of exactly what I want.

beginning—and I still have a lot of room to
grow. Already, my fans understand exactly
the kind of vibes that I want to be giving off.

What can audiences expect from your
live performances?
They can expect crazy new visuals. I just
got new ones made for me. They can expect
a very unique vibe that is dizzying, hypnotic,
heavy and strange. I still consider myself in
the beginning stages of that—not the very

How was the response of your newest
EP, Something Wrong Here?
It’s been getting a really good response. In
general, it’s sick. I’m proud of [the EP]. It is
a milestone.

How did the electronic music scene in
Canada affect your own music?
Toronto is a huge reason for my inspiraWhat is it like being a 21-year-old in tion, and I think that is a lot of the reason I
the music industry?
have such a devoted fan base from Toronto
By nature, humans want to succeed at a because they get it, and they get where I
younger age. Whether it would have hap- came from. They understand why I am
pened now, five years down the line, or even inspired by the stuff I am because they obvilater, I still would be super thankful. I am ously are from Toronto, and they understand
just happy that it happened sooner because where I possibly could have gotten some of
I am about to make a point to my parents the inspiration musically.
quicker than I anticipated. They were obviously wondering “What is she doing in the What was it like to have deadmau5
basement 24/7 working on music and not release your EP with his record label?
hanging out with anybody or working?” I It was awesome. I released my other EP and
felt like I had to prove myself very fast, and I a couple singles on mau5trap, and they conworked really hard. The next thing [I knew], tinue to support me. It just gives my music a
things started happening, and now my par- home. It gives it a really good platform on a
ents obviously support me like crazy.
reputable label. I could not be happier.

tbosnic@chroniclemail.com

Celebrate yourself...
» ARABELLA BRECK

“Cool Girl”
“Good As Hell”
“CRZY”
“Come First”
“Gypsy”

Lizzo
Kehlani
Terror Jr.
Lady Gaga

22 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 10, 2016

“I Want to Break Free”
“True Trans Soul Rebel”
“For Tammy Rae”
“Lexicon Devil”
“Brave As a Noun”
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Queen

“Titanium”

David Guetta ft.Sia

Against Me!

“The Phoenix”

Fall Out Boy

Bikini Kill

“Who You Are”

Jessie J

Germs

“Young Blood”

Bea Miller

Andrew Jackson Jihad

“True Colors”

Zedd ft. Kesha

“Paradise”

Coldplay

“Pursuit of Happiness”

Kid Cudi

“Some Minds”
“Ridin’ Solo”
“Brighter Future”

Flume
Hippie Sabotage
Big Gigantic
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Acro-Cats, ‘meow-sicians’
entertain with variety show
The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert, The Steve Harvey Show
and a Target commercial in 2014.
Martin said it was 14 years ago
when she was trying to get her cat
Tuna to appear in commercials
that she came up with the idea of
putting a show together demonstrating how extensively cats can
be trained.
“I discovered all sorts of positive
» Courtesy SAMANTHA MARTIN
benefits to training a cat,” Martin
Samantha Martin and her traveling troupe of Acro-Cats have performed all over
said. “It gives them something to
the world and made TV appearances.
do with their mind, physical activ» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
stunts, including rolling a ball on ity and mental stimulation.”
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
a balance beam, jumping through
In the crowd were two major
hoops, bowling and a live per- fans of the group, Ian Wallace and
TEN “PURR-FECT” FELINES stole the
formance from their band The Jackie Ervin, who were visiting
show Oct. 6–9 when the Amaz- Rock-Cats—the only cat band in Chicago from Calgary, Alberta.
ing Acro-Cats group performed the world.
After hearing about the show, they
at Wicker Park’s Vittum Theatre.
The Amazing Acro-Cats, which said they wanted to see these cats
Appearing at 1012 N. Noble describes itself as a traveling in action.
St., the Chicago-based troupe, circus, has appeared all over the
“We knew we had to figure out
coached by trainer Samantha country and been featured on TV where the shows were because
Martin, pulled off a variety of shows and commercials, including we’ve seen them on YouTube,”

Wallace said. Although he thought
that The Rock-Cats were a little
disorganized, Wallace said that he
can “die a little bit happier” after
seeing them.
Martin said the Acro-Cats’ mission is to support rescue organizations and adoptions of felines.
Improving relationships between
owners and their furry friends is
also a goal, she added.
“[Fostering cats] really turned
the whole show around [from]
just being an entertaining way
to showcase my cats’ talents, to
something bigger,” Martin said.
“Training can actually strengthen
the bond between human and cat.
People are just not aware that you
can do that.”
She said she wants people to
develop positive relationships
with their pets.
“I can’t save all of the cats out
there, but once I discovered the

big problem [of homeless and
abused cats], I opened my home
and my heart to save as many as
I can,” she said.
Martin said she has fostered
and found homes for 186 cats and
kittens since 2009.
The Amazing Acro-Cats partnered with Friends of Chicago
Animal Care and Control for the
show’s performances by donating
a portion of its proceeds to the
organization, a nonprofit that benefits animals at Chicago Animal
Care and Control.
“We take donations and use
them to purchase medical equipment and provide care for the animals at the shelter,” said Genna
Pocius, a FCACC representative.
“We also work to get animals out of
the shelter, into foster homes and
eventually [get] adopted.”
Martin said each show brings
tricks and laughs. The show has
an element of unpredictability
because “they’re just cats,” not
trained acrobats.
chronicle@colum.edu
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WHAT IS YOUR
FASHION AESTHETIC?

Vanessa Ramstack
creative writing
graduate student
“Boho grandma.”

Henry May
junior fashion studies major

Rachel Radulescu
junior fashion studies major

“Anything comfortable.”

“Edgy and feminine—like Alexander McQueen.”

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
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SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.

ARTS & CULTURE
» SELENA COTTE
OPINIONS EDITOR

recipe

Growing up, my Puerto Rican father taught me how to
make some of the best Latin dishes: desserts. Tembleque,
a coconut custard topped with cinnamon that translates in
English to “wiggly,” is my absolute favorite. I’ve even seen
recipes that incorporate raisins, mangoes or chocolate so
feel free to edit it as you please. Eating it is fun, but even
more fun is watching it jiggle.
scotte@chroniclemail.com

ingredients

directions

1 can cream of coconut
14 ounces water
4 tablespoons corn
starch
A handful of raisins
(optional)
Cinnamon (to taste)

1. Combine cream, water
and cornstarch in saucepan on medium heat.
2. Stir until completely
boiled.
3. Pour mixture into
medium-sized dish.
4. Add raisins and top
with cinnamon.
5. Let cool for at least two
hours.

NOTHING ‘BLEH’ ABOUT

» G-JUN YAM AND SARAH IMPOLA/CHRONICLE

TEMBLEQUE

A cozy ride is only 5 minutes away.

Use code CHRIS551934

for up to $50 in free ride credit.
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top
our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

Video: “Cranes in
the Sky” by Solange
Solange Knowles is fine art incarnate. Her modern, very minimal
music videos employ distilled color palettes and content that makes
you pause and think. Her last two
music videos are beautifully emotional, and she’s further defining a
signature style with “Cranes in the
Sky.” Don’t trap yourself into thinking of Solange as Beyoncé’s sister.
She’s a force to be reckoned with all
on her own.

Blog: “Larry Kim’s
Medium Blog”
Larry Kim, founder of WordStream,
is a treasure trove of advice for marketing online. His expert articles
will appeal to students looking to
freelance social media management, learn about online marketing
or promote personal brands. He covers everything from SEO to Google
Adwords and introduces newbies to
the business. He also writes about
general productivity and business.

ARTS & CULTURE

WIKIPEDIA PAGES

FEARS

CAPTIVATING
DOCUMENTARIES

» SELENA COTTE
OPINIONS EDITOR

» ETHAN STOCKING-ANDERSON
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

» GRETCHEN STERBA
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

List of inventors killed by their own
inventions:

Centipedes:

“West of Memphis”:

There’s a maximum amount of legs a
creature should have, and when that
number is surpassed, it is simply unacceptable. Whether you draw that line at
eight, six, or even four, is up to you.

This movie tells the story of the 1993
murders of three boys who were brutally assaulted and killed in Arkansas.
It follows the wrongly convicted men
who were sentenced to life in prison
or given the death penalty but still proclaimed their innocence.

I am concerned that this phenomenon
warrants its own Wikipedia list. There
are even honorable mentions, in which
people who did not invent devices but
were close to them in other ways, met a
similarly coincidental end, like the CEO
of Segway who rode one into a river.
2000s disestablishments in Florida:
There are collections of this type for
every state, but this particular page is a
collection of nostalgic loss. I can relive
theme park closings and remember diminishing tourism rates. Ah, childhood.
Controversial Reddit communities:
As a mild Redditor, I can appreciate the
site’s dedication to free speech. However,
this is sometimes troublesome because
anonymous people on the internet are
not known for mercy and respect. This
article is a good way to learn just how
many ways people can be offensive.

Dentists:
I’ve always been taught that it’s of the
utmost importance to take good care
of your teeth and gums. Dentists play
an important role in this, but even getting
on the phone and making that appointment every six months is just like pulling
out teeth.
Water Chestnuts:
Some people may swear by them, but to
me, water chestnuts are a surefire way
to ruin an otherwise perfectly good salad. I just can’t get past the texture. How
can something be soggy and crunchy at
the same time?
Volatile Capital Flows:

“Holy Hell”:
Holy Hell is right. The director of this
documentary—who was once in the
Buddhafield spiritual “group”—tells
his story with raw footage. It’s filled
with his experience of his 20 years
in the cult, led by someone who just
screams utter creepiness.
“Twenty Feet from Stardom”:
The movie showcases careers of background singers, most of them African-American women in the ‘70s.
These are the unsung heroes of music,
and I have so much appreciation for
their work, struggles and successes.

Abandoned theme parks are my aesthetic. The once-fun coasters and waterslides are reclaimed by the earth: vines
wrapping around wires and animals
nesting in cars. What a metaphor; what a
setting for a horror movie!

For developing markets, capital mobility can mean a huge boost in employment, tax revenue and development of
infrastructure. The flip side, however, is it involves central banks, like the
Federal Reserve, that are incapable of
keeping up with massive currency fluctuations that speculation often triggers.

Lawsuits against God:

Pigeons:

“Amy”:

This article is a collection of instances
where someone has found it fitting to sue
“God.” There is a link to companion page,
“Lawsuits against the Devil,” but he is a
less popular target, probably because we
all expect him to screw us over.

You can’t avoid them. “Seinfeld’s” George
Constanza thought he had it bad when
the pigeons wouldn’t get out of his way,
but these days it feels like they’re aiming
to fly straight at your face. Is it all some
sort of game to them?

Bring your tissues for this one. With
voiceovers from Amy Winehouse’s
friends, peers and family, the film combines home videos and award-worthy
coverage that piece together how the
media destroyed the late jazz singer.

List of defunct amusement parks:
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“Hoop Dreams”:
I love this movie for two reasons: Chicago and basketball. The 1994 hit classic, which was filmed over a five-year
period, follows two African-American
boys from the projects who dream of
being NBA players. #BallIsLife

reviews
APP
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MUSIC

RANDOM

ADOBE
PHOTOSHOP
EXPRESS

THE VICEPRESIDENTIAL
DEBATE

BON IVER’S
22, A MILLION

» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE
ART DIRECTOR

» ABBY LEE HOOD
COPY CHIEF

» GABRIEL DE LA MORA
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

The new app by Adobe combines the
fast, effective convenience of smartphone cameras with the innovative
power of Photoshop, providing an
amazing editing experience. What I
find the most compelling is the unique
cropping and erasing feature allowing
for seamless design. Tied well with the
Creative Cloud, users can share, and
save all their unique creations.

Tim Kaine, Hillary Clinton’s running
mate, interrupted Mike Pence, Donald Trump’s running mate, as much as
Trump did at the first presidential debate. Although, to be fair, Pence couldn’t
defend a single racist Trump comment.
The best part was Elaine Quijano, the
first Asian-American to moderate a
debate. It’s too bad she didn’t ask them
about any LGBT issues.

Bon Iver’s first album in five years was
worth the wait. The record, released
Sept. 30, is a change from his previous
albums, moving away from the calming atmosphere of those works, toward
a sound that is rougher around the
edges. Moments evoking that sound
are still present, but he now pushes them to their breaking point as he
reinvents them.

Nothing spoils my commute more
than a damp CTA ride early in the
morning. If the morning rush hour
wasn’t bad enough, just add some
horrible B.O. and the inability to move
as riders are squashed like sardines
around you. Just the other day, a lovely
man in a business suit was sweating so
much that a drop of his sweat landed
right on me.

APP

SCREEN

MUSIC

THE CTA ON
RAINY DAYS

RANDOM

FACEBOOK
MESSENGER
ENCRYPTION

SHAMELESS
SEASON 7
PREMIERE

»LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

» ZOË HAWORTH
SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER

» CHARLIE CONNELLY
AD & BUSINESS MANAGER

Facebook Messenger now allows users to keep their chats private. The new
feature is available as “secret conversations” that users enable on the app. The
update allows encryption on text, photos
and stickers. The only downside is users
cannot make group chats secret. This
new feature allows users more privacy
from hackers and government agencies,
which is important since so many privacy breaches have been happening.

Season 7, which premiered Oct. 2,
picked up in the midst of the Gallagher’s
largest struggles to date. Family patriarch Frank awoke from a month in the
ICU after being thrown into the Chicago
River, Lip finished a stint in rehab, and
Carl circumcised himself to appease his
girlfriend. While I’m terrified of what
will happen to the South Side family
next this season, I won’t be missing a
single episode.

The Orwells released its first new song
since its 2014 album Disgraceland, on
Oct. 3. The release was also highlighted
by the promise of a big announcement,
presumably a new album. The single
maintains the band’s garage-rock sound
and the energy of its previous work.
That said, the track is only 86 seconds
long, and while it’s a great teaser for new
work, it’s a bummer to have the song end
so quickly.

David Ross may have only batted
.229 this season, but he isn’t just any
other backup catcher. This is David
Ross. This has been the most entertaining “year long retirement party,” considering his many years of
experience clashes with the young
titans of the team. I’m not saying
that he’ll hit an inside-the-parker,
but I expect big things out of Ross
during postseason.

THE ORWELLS’
“BUDDY”

CUBS’ GRANDPA
ROSSY
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editorial

Englewood’s Whole Foods is
needed solution to food desert

I

t was years in the making: the only
grocery store in Far South Englewood, an area stricken with poverty
and gang violence and placing high
on “Most Dangerous Neighborhoods
in Chicago” lists, like one published
Feb. 10 by RoadSnacks that puts it as
number two, behind West Englewood.
Members of the community and
Chicago expressed doubts that this
new Whole Foods location could
work, but now that it’s open, it looks
as if operations are running smoothly
and local residents are satisfied.
Whole Foods is known for high-end
selections and high prices to match
but is rolling out “365,” a value-conscious prototype, on the West Coast
to compete with Trader Joe’s. It

adopted what seems to be a similar
strategy for the new store, located at
832 W. 63rd St., by adjusting its prices
to what a typical grocery store might
charge for staples like bread, milk and
eggs. Even though it still sells some
pricier items, these are not the store’s
focus. It will not even sell meat or fish
that costs more than $20 a pound.
The Englewood store was built with
a $15 million tax subsidy from the city,
which helped bring both food and jobs
to a neighborhood that was lacking in
both. Whole Foods has held job fairs
and provided local residents with
employment and professional training
opportunities. It also made a point
of selling products from South Side
vendors to support local businesses.

Snowden’s amnesty will
allow America to move on

E

dward Snowden is a divisive
figure in recent American
history. He leaked confidential
documents that showed the National
Security Agency was secretly monitoring millions of Americans through their
phones and computers. Some say this
makes him a hero; the U.S. government
said he should be tried for treason.
Snowden was officially charged with
giving classified information to unauthorized parties, disclosing communications intelligence information and theft
of government property, which could
put him in jail for as long as 30 years,
according to unsealed government documents obtained by The Washington
Post and reported June 21, 2013.
Although Snowden has been living
comfortably in Russia, which granted
him temporary asylum and then a

three-year residence permit, according to an Aug. 17, 2014 article by The
Guardian, the American Civil Liberties
Union and Amnesty International
have begun a campaign and petition
to ask President Barack Obama to
officially pardon him for his crimes
before Obama leaves office in January.
The website PardonSnowden.org
has a countdown clock, putting
pressure on the current administration to bite the bullet and grant
Snowden political amnesty. He has
been living in exile since 2013, and it
is time for the country to move on.
There could have been better ways
for Snowden to serve justice without
violating the law to the extent he
did. He especially could have avoided
working with Russia, although he
has claimed he did not share his NSA
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Starbucks followed Whole Foods’ lead
and soon so will Chipotle, creating an
area called Englewood Square that aims
to be a hub for stores and restaurants,
according to a June 30 article by the
Chicago Sun-Times. Residents have
expressed hope that the area will continue to attract businesses to Englewood.
Before the Whole Foods even officially
moved in, a clothing and shoe store
called Villa opened in the Square,
banking that the grocery store would
attract people to the store and the area.
However, with all of these new,
mainstream businesses coming into
the area, gentrification remains a concern for many. It is unlikely, though,
that this will happen soon—the area
remains one of the most dangerous
in Chicago and will likely hold that
title for a while, even with the new
additions. While these new businesses
make the neighborhood more livable
for those already living there, high-end
developers are not likely to flock to

the area, nor are North Side residents
likely to take the time to travel south to
Englewood for the lower prices available.
Whole Foods should continue to
provide the area with jobs and reasonably priced food, instead of turning
its back on the community once the
novelty and publicity wears off. It
will also benefit the neighborhood
as a center for community outreach
and events, which it promises to do.
The businesses that follow Whole
Foods to Englewood Square should
make sure to continue the legacy of
promoting a more sustainable community, and not turn the venture
into something less respectable.
As long as businesses in the area and
the city of Chicago keep their eyes on
the future and continue the good work
already begun, Englewood’s Whole
Foods will continue to be exactly what
the community needs, and the beginning of a resurgence for this troubled
neighborhood with so much promise.
editorial

data with his hosts, according to an
Oct. 17, 2013 New York Times article.
Snowden’s contribution to individual privacy is undeniable. Because
of Snowden’s whistleblowing, it is
now illegal for the NSA to monitor

asylum in Russia until 2017, and this
could possibly be extended even longer,
so the U.S. will probably never get to
try him in court. This makes the denial
of a pardon a specific statement, and
it shows that the government does not

The benefits that came with [Snowden’s
NSA information] leak surely outweigh
the downsides.
U.S. citizens without probable cause
as a result of the USA Freedom Act
passed by Congress in 2015. He also
revolutionized the way citizens see the
U.S. government and its capabilities.
The Obama administration has denied
previous pardon requests from Snowden,
and it’s likely it will deny this one as
well. However, the denial only keeps
the scandal fresh in citizens’ minds for
longer than it has to be. Snowden has

realize the error in the secretive and
unfortunate acts Snowden made public.
To deny Snowden amnesty ignores the
overall benefit he provided to the nation.
With so many human rights organizations backing him, Snowden’s amnesty
should be a given. Snowden, while not
a perfect whistleblower, and perhaps
not even a national hero, made a great
sacrifice to inform the American public,
and for that, the U.S. should pardon him.

Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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commentary

Tribune
endorses worst
possible choice
» abby lee hood
COPY CHIEF

he Chicago Tribune’s recent
endorsement of Gary Johnson,
Libertarian presidential candidate, in lieu of another candidate
is the most irresponsible decision a
newspaper has made this election cycle.
The endorsement, announced Sept.
30, was clearly misguided. It stated,
“We reject the cliche that a citizen who
chooses a principled third-party candidate is squandering his or her vote.”
Despite the Tribune or its editorial
board’s stance on the issue, a third-party
vote will be wasted and essentially
counted as a vote for the GOP nominee.
For first-time voters, or for those
disappointed by the outcome of Bernie
Sanders’ campaign, it may seem like
there’s a need for an alternative to the
major party candidates, but it couldn’t
possibly be Johnson, whose biggest
claim to fame was asking, “What is
Aleppo?,” on live television. Aleppo
is the largest city in Syria, affected
by local unrest and terrorism.
He may seem like a good choice, but
that just isn’t true. Johnson doesn’t

completely support women’s healthcare rights, and his campaign website
says climate change is “probably”
happening. He also thinks carrying
guns reduces crime, and people on the
no-fly list should be able to buy them.
Johnson’s supporters demanded
his participation in the presidential
debates because they are disappointed
with the two-party system, and they
have a fair point. But, to participate in
debates, candidates must meet three
requirements; Johnson meets two.
Johnson is constitutionally viable,
meaning he’s a citizen and is old enough
to run. The Commission on Presidential
Debates, the nonpartisan nonprofit that
creates the rules, also requires a candidate to be on enough ballots to potentially win. Johnson is on the ballot in all
50 states, according to a Sept. 14 report
by the Washington Post, yet recent polls
show he isn’t getting 15 percent of public
support, which is the third benchmark.
Johnson isn’t an alternative to anyone.
For reasons beyond his wacky interviews—one during which he stuck out

his tongue for unknown reasons, and
another in which he couldn’t name a single world leader he admires—Johnson’s
campaign is going to fail. Supporting it
will only hurt the Democratic nominee.
American citizens—and even those
in other countries—will be in danger
if the most experienced and fair candidate isn’t elected. The Tribune’s
reckless action could undermine
democratic support in Illinois.
Americans need to give third parties
more attention and fix the election process, but with so many lives in danger
this election cycle, now is not the time.
The Chicago Tribune, which only
endorsed its first Democratic candidate
when it backed Senator Barack Obama
in 2008, should seriously consider
the consequences of its irresponsible
decision. Voters should too and cast a
ballot for the most practical and safe
choice in November without making
a dangerous statement. The 2016
election is not the time for idealism.
ahood@chroniclemail.com

student poll

How strict are
your Resident
Assistants?

“They’re lenient [enough] to the point
of being cool, but not to where they
don’t do their jobs.”
patrick hyatt

junior cinema art +
science major

M
commentary

Pit bull ban
suspension
small step in
right direction
» ariana portalatin
CAMPUS REPORTER

ontreal’s controversial pit bull
ban took effect Oct. 3 but was
suspended the same day by a
Quebec judge, while a legal challenge
from Montreal’s SPCA—an animal welfare group—is pending, according to an
Oct. 3 article from The Washington Post.
The internationally-denounced ban
would have euthanized many unadopted
dogs, prohibited acquisitions of pit bulls
and imposed regulations on current
owners, including a $150 permit fee.
Dogs would also have to be sterilized,
micro-chipped and vaccinated by March
31, 2017, and owners would undergo
criminal background checks, according
to an Oct. 4 article from BBC News.
This ban, commonly known as Breed
Specific Legislation, was sparked
by a fatal dog mauling in June. After
55-year-old Christiane Vadnais was
killed by a neighbor’s dog, her family
pressed for legislation, according to
the BBC News article. Montreal voted
Sept. 27 to place a citywide ban on pit

madison calloo
freshman journalism
major

“My RAs are chill, but the ones on the
other floors are strict. They complain
about the noise levels too much.”
bull breeds, according to a Montreal
Gazette article of the same date.
BSL supporters insist some breeds
are more violent than others and banning them will prevent attacks. Those
opposed say BSL is unnecessary and
leads to unfairly targeting dogs for
their appearance. According to the
Humane Society International in
Canada, no proof exists that certain
breeds are more aggressive. The exact
breed of the dog that killed Vadnais
awaits confirmation by DNA results,
according to a Sept. 29 article from
the Washington Post. However, in July,
The Humane Society International
revealed registration papers for the
dog called it a boxer, not a pit bull.
Furthermore, BSL’s effectiveness
is unproven, according to the ASPCA,
citing a study of fatalities from dog
bites from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which resulted
in the CDC ultimately opposing BSL
based on the inaccuracy of dog-bite

“I don’t really see them, [but] I don’t
think they are [strict].”
michael ibarra
beutelspacher

freshman cinema art +
science major

data, difficulties identifying dog breeds,
and complications enforcing BSL.
According to the American
Veterinary Medical Association,
aggressiveness in dogs can be a result
of feeling startled or threatened, or
indicative of medical issues. Dogs
can also be taught to be aggressive
by their owners or environment.
While many Canadian cities have BSL
laws, others have alternative methods
for dealing with dog attacks. Edmonton
officials repealed its ban in 2012 and
chose to focus on dogs’ behavior instead
of breed, while Calgary never had a ban,
choosing to hold owners accountable.
In lieu of a suspension, Montreal’s
unreasonable ban should have been
overturned completely, with other cities
following suit. An entire breed should
not be banned based on the aggressiveness of a few or lead to the separation
of a family and their beloved pets.
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com
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Activists march into Alderman Cappleman’s office. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

Uptown marchers promote
rights for homeless residents
» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER

of protesters marched to
Alderman James Cappleman’s (46th Ward)
office the night of Oct. 3 in solidarity with
the homeless population in Uptown.
Many of the neighborhood’s homeless live
in Uptown’s “Tent City,” a collection of tents
located under the Wilson Avenue and Lake
Shore Drive viaduct. The community claims
to be facing police harassment and threats
from the city to take away members’ tents
and belongings.
Homeless shelters in the area were also
closed, while tax increment financing funds
being given to luxury housing developers,
according to several protesters.
They were referring to the city council’s approval of a $15.8 million subsidy
for a planned high-rise at Clarendon and
Montrose avenues at the site of an abandoned hospital, according to Curbed
Chicago, June 22, 2016. TIF funds are used
to build and repair roads and infrastructure,
clean polluted land and put vacant properties to use, usually in conjunction with
private development projects, according to
the City of Chicago’s website.
Ryne Poelker, one of the main organizers of the event with North Side Action for
Justice and Uptown Tent City Organizers,
said he wants the homeless people of
Uptown to receive more respect than he
did when he was homeless.
“I used to be homeless, and Uptown for me
was the one place in the whole [city] where
I could afford an apartment and get out of
homelessness,” Poelker said. “We’re out here
supporting homeless people having the right
to have tents—the right to have belongings
without harassment or criminalization.”
At the starting point of the march, under
the viaduct, five-year resident of “Tent City”
Don Rico shared his frustration with the
current situation of the homeless in Uptown.
“I saw on TV the other day, they gave
the City of Chicago $28 million to get 600
or more police cars,” Rico said. “We’re
underneath the bridges here, struggling
[and] doing what we do. We don’t cause any
problems—we’re just homeless.”
Participant Paul Latture, an Uptown
resident, said he hoped the march would
bring awareness of the police harassment
the homeless are experiencing.
A DIVERSE GROUP

“I hate seeing people being harassed just
because they’re homeless,” Latture said.
“Police come and try to take their belongings
away from them to discourage them from
staying under the viaduct. It’s terrible.”
Prior to the event, speakers from North
Side Action for Justice, Uptown Tent City
Organizers and Black Lives Matter spoke at
the viaduct and shared their thoughts on the
current situation for homeless in Uptown.
Aisling Sol, a Black Lives Matter activist,
said she was disappointed with Chicago’s
use of funds and said the city is withholding
resources that could possibly help homeless
people survive.
“Somehow, they don’t have money for the
$100,000 necessary to keep a shelter open,
but they found $15 million to build a luxury
high rise,” Sol said. “This is a political problem, not a financial problem.”
Event organizers discussed the five
demands they were bringing to Cappleman
that night: Stop the city’s harassment of
the homeless, fully fund existing affordable
housing, fund a “housing first” strategy for
the homeless, end public funding for luxury
housing and add more diverse members on
the Zoning and Land Use committee.
The large crowd of protesters marched
from the viaduct to Cappleman’s office,
chanting “Housing is a human right, not
just for the rich and white.”
Once the protesters reached the office,
only a small number were allowed in before
police shut the door.

“When a homeless person dies in the
city of exposure, we’re putting it on your
neck, alderman, because your policies are
literally killing people,” said Andy Thayer,
Uptown Tent City protest organizer and
Gay Liberation Network activist, inside of
the 46th Ward office. “You’re shortening
people’s lives, you’re ruining their health
by forcing them to be out there because you
can’t even fulfill the promises of your weakass press releases.”
Before 7 p.m., Cappleman, with the help
of police officers, attempted to remove
protesters from his office. The alderman
told protesters he had to leave because of a
prior commitment to work on a presidential
campaign that evening.
“Thank you for your feedback,” Cappleman
said. “There are some disagreements. I’m
always willing to talk, but I have a place to
be at seven . . . so it’s time for you all to leave.”
While most left at Cappleman’s request,
three protesters refused to leave the ward
office. Poelker, Thayer and Marc Kaplan,
an activist with North Side Action for
Justice, all said they were charged with
criminal trespassing. The Chicago Police
Department did not confirm the arrests as
of press time.
“We know this is a long war, not just one
battle,” Thayer told The Chronicle Oct. 4.
“We were able to really elevate the issue of
this harassment of the homeless.”
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com

Protesters marched to fight against eviction of
“Tent City” homeless in Uptown. The protest
started at 760 W. Wilson Ave. and ended at 4544
N. Broadway St., the 46th Ward Alderman’s
Office on Oct. 3.

» PHOTOS WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
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espite citizens' rejection Oct. 2
of the peace accord Colombia
has been working on since
2011 to end the 52-year civil war,
Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos was named the winner of the
2016 Nobel Peace Prize Oct. 7.
Although the names of other nominees
for the award will not be released for 50
years, per Norwegian Nobel Committee
rules, Santos was competing against
a record 376 nominees, according to
an Oct. 6 Time Magazine article.
Before the announcement, Santos
was predicted to win because of his
efforts toward the historic peace
accord, including negotiations with
Marxist rebel group the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC.
Previously, Santos served as defense
minister in Colombia, advocating fighting
against FARC militarily, so his change
in tactic as president is admirable.
However, Santos' win comes as a
surprise to Colombia and the rest of
the world because he was allegedly
removed from the favorites list after
the peace accord was rejected, according to a Oct. 3 Reuter's article.
Ban Ki-moon, secretary general of
the UN, congratulated Santos, noting
"the Prize is an inspiration to press
ahead until peace is achieved" and that
it comes at a critical time when the
Colombian people must be motivated to
move forward with the peace process.
The peace process is undeniably
frustrating. It can include negotiating with some of the most inhumane
groups in the world and, sometimes,
being forced to make unfair concessions. Many Colombians did view
the accord as unfair, which they
demonstrated by voting against it.
The accord was rejected by an excruciatingly slim margin with 50.21 percent of
the population voting against it, and 49.78
percent of the population for it, according
to an Oct. 2 Washington Post article.
While the peace accord was reasonable to Santos, in the context of
the ongoing Colombian civil war, it is
easy to understand why Colombians
voted against this accord.

The war has been violent and
ceaseless. More than 220,000
people have died, and 7 million
have been displaced, according to
the Washington Post article.
While the accord would have
included a ceasefire and FARC
divesting weapons to the UN, it would
have also granted reduced sentences
or even amnesty for members of
the militant group, according to a
Sept. 29 New York Times article.
People are searching for justice,
and they want someone to be held
accountable and punished for the
crimes committed during this war.
This accord would not have done
that, but in voting against the accord,
Colombians failed to recognize that
this accord could have protected
citizens from further violence.
Women are especially at risk without
the accord with 83 percent of sexual
assault victims during the civil war
were women, according to a Public
Radio International article from Oct. 5.
It is fair the general population
got to vote on this accord; however,
this—as well as the recent Brexit vote
and upcoming presidential election
in the U.S.—shows citizens must
be educated on the outcomes their
votes could have on crucial issues.
The Colombian people's anger is
warranted, but it cannot translate
into a misunderstanding of this
issue, or stubbornness, when so
many lives hang in the balance.
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
DESPITE PUBLIC CRITICISM, a vote
of 39-8 allowed Mayor Rahm
Emanuel to move forward with
replacing the Independent Police
Review Authority with the Civilian Office of Police Accountability
at City Council’s Oct. 5 meeting.
While the ordinance has been
revised, the mission of COPA
remains the same: to perform fair,
transparent and timely investigations of alleged police misconduct,
as stated in the ordinance.
“Today, [we have taken] a significant step on improving on what we
have had,” Emanuel said.
The ordinance also established
a new Public Safety Deputy, who
will be appointed by the mayor-appointed inspector general
and conduct reviews and audits of
CPD, COPA and the Chicago Police

Board and make recommendations,
according to the ordinance.
While many people see the ordinance as a step toward greater
police accountability, COPA
already has critics, some of whom
attended the meeting.
Marla Bramble, the director of
organizing for the Jewish Council
of Urban Affairs, a social justice
advocacy organization in Chicago,
said her group attended City
Council’s meeting to urge aldermen
to vote no on the ordinance.
“We think [COPA] is a step in
the right direction, but there are
pieces missing,” Bramble said.
“Specifically, civilian oversight;
civilian is in the name of the ordinance but not part of the language.”
Father Larry Dowling, a member
of the Community Renewal Society
and pastor of St. Agatha Catholic
Church in North Lawndale, called
the ordinance a “sham.”

Dowling said he and his organization, which trains individuals and communities to advocate
for social and economic justice
in Chicago, have been pressing
Emanuel for police accountability
for more than two years and have
yet to see results.
“All [Emanuel] wants to do is
control and doesn’t really want to
solve problems,” Dowling said.

A common criticism of the ordinance is the appointment of COPA’s
chief administrator. The current
mayor-appointed head of IPRA
Sharon Fairley will be appointed
as chief administrator of COPA for
a 4-year term and can be considered
for reappointment after her term
is complete. Future appointments
have not been established, according to the ordinance.

Alderman Leslie Hairston (5th
Ward), who voted against the
ordinance, said the mayor having
the authority to hire, fire and
supervise the new unit’s chief
is a problem.
“You can’t have community
oversight if the mayor still
remains in control of the agency
in charge of investigating police,”
Hairston said.

SEE COPA, PAGE 39

City Council gives
green light to COPA

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

City Council approved Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s police accountability ordinance to replace the Independent Police Review
Authority with the Civilian Office of Police Accountability at an Oct. 5 meeting.
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» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

An NBC film crew took over a parking lot at 606 S. State St. Oct. 5 while filming a scene for its new legal drama “Chicago Justice” set to air Jan. 15, 2016. The new show, created and produced by “Law & Order”
creator Dick Wolf, is the fourth installment of the NBC franchise, following in the steps of “Chicago Med,” “Chicago Fire,” and “Chicago P.D.”
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Chinatown roadway to connect
neighborhood and downtown
» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER
MORE THAN A century after Chicago architect Daniel Burnham
proposed the idea of making a
roadway connecting Chinatown
to downtown, the city will finally
make it a reality with a new multiyear project.
The preliminary steps in the
Wells-Wentworth project, creating a new road linking the Loop
and Chinatown began the week of
Sept. 30, according to the Chicago
Department of Transportation.
The $62 million project is
intended to improve commuter
safety for both drivers and bicyclists, a Sept. 30 City of Chicago
press release stated.
Susan Hofer, a CDOT spokeswoman, explained the WellsWentworth Connector project will
be done in three phases.
The first phase will create a new

entrance to Ping Tom Memorial
Park at 1700 S. Wentworth Ave.,
providing safety for pedestrians
and bicycle riders by adding a new
sidewalk and bike lanes, she said.
Phase two is meant to straighten
out the intersection and realign
Wentworth Avenue between
Archer and Cermak, Hofer said.
“Right now, there’s an offset
intersection, which is really confusing and dangerous,” Hofer
explained, in an interview.
The initial phase is expected
to be completed in June 2017, and
the second phase isn’t expected
to begin until 2018, according to
a Sept. 30 press release.
Phase one of the project does
not require land acquisition; however, phase two of the project will
require some land investments,
Hofer said.
The link is eagerly anticipated
by Chinatown residents, according to C.W. Chan, chairman of

the Coalition for a Better Chinese
American Community, who noted
“this project has been talked about
for decades.”
The Chinatown-to-Downtown
project has been put off because of
a lack of finances and unpreparedness, according to Hofer.
“Up until recently, there was not
the commitment—either financial
or time wise—to come up with the
best plan,” Hofer said. “But, this is
something Mayor Emanuel has
wanted to do since he was elected.”
The street will extend from
South Wells Street between
West Roosevelt Road and West
16th Street and South Wentworth
Avenue between West 16th Street
and West Cermak Road, the City
of Chicago release stated.
A new traffic signal will be
installed at 18th Street and
Wentworth Avenue to reduce congestion and improve bicycle safety.
According to the press release, a

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
Roadway Construction began Sept. 30 near 1700 S. Wentworth Ave. and
extends to Wentworth Avenue near Chinatown to ease congestion for South Side
commuters traveling into the Loop.

temporary cul-de-sac will be
created at Wentworth Avenue
just north of Ping Tom Memorial
Park, which will be removed when
the new road is extended north to
Roosevelt during the third phase
of construction, which is also set
to start in 2018.
“There’s a lot of work that takes
place even before consultants like
architects or engineers would get
involved in a project,” said Thomas
Hoepf, vice president and principal
design architect at Chicago exp US
Services Inc., a leading Chicago

consulting firm. “These kind of
things are typically many years
in the making.” Hoepf added.
During phase two, a new plaza
will be built on the east side of
Wentworth Avenue at 19th Street
to emphasize the entrances of Ping
Tom Memorial Park, according to
the press release.
“Chinatown square and the
original commercial area of
Chinatown will be more connected
than ever before,” Chan said.
tmorris@chroniclemail.com
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CPS provides additional $5.7 million for schools
» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER
A HANDFUL OF Chicago Public
Schools that experienced drastic
enrollment drops will be gaining
additional funding, according to a
Sept. 26 CPS press release.
Though the names were not
disclosed, CPS recently announced
it will be giving an additional $5.7
million in funding to a selection of
schools “ to protect classroom learning,” according to the press release.
Overall enrollment rates on
the 10th day of school showed a
13,804-student decline since last
year, the release stated.
According to the CPS press
release, the district will sort a
detailed breakdown of enrollment
throughout the school. Without the
additional $5.7 million in funding,
district-run schools would have
seen a net drop in funding by $30.7
million, according to the release.
Instead, the net drop will be
$24.9 million. CPS estimates

this change could lead to approximately 300 layoffs, including
both teachers and support staff.
CPS plans to work with schools
to decrease staffing changes and
distribute additional program

support throughout the district,
according to the press release.
“This is just a stop-gap to
help schools that really need
the actual funding,” said Sean
Andrews, associate professor in

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE

Chicago Public Schools announced in a Sept. 26 press release they will be giving
an additional $5.7 million in funds to schools all across the Chicago area.

the Humanities, History & Social
Sciences Department.“They
need more funding to operate
and to make sure they are able
to provide the services required
by federal law, like special-ed
classes and services for students
in disabilities.”
CPS explained in the press
release that its key priority is
bringing stability to students and
teachers, and have been trying to
avoid the upcoming strike. Staff
who are affected by the enrollment drops received termination
notices on the 20th day of school,
as required by statute.
“Most schools had pretty massive cuts over the summer,” said
Sarah Chambers, a special education teacher and executive
board member with the Chicago
Teacher’s Union. “Then this week
and last week, a bunch of schools
were cut funding. We definitely
need a lot of new revenue.”
The funding will help minimize
additional teacher layoffs, support
programs and continue academic
gains, she said.

“Even with declining enrollment, we know every dollar matters, and we will continue to
work with our school principals
to help protect classrooms and
minimize the impact of having
fewer students in schools,” CPS
CEO Forrest Claypool stated in the
press release. “Chicago students
are doing better than they ever
have, and it’s our mission to help
them build their gains.”
Although the South Loop’s
Jones College Prep High School,
700 S. State St., was not one of the
schools that received the supplemental funding, Principal Joseph
Powers said in the past, district
funding has helped his school hire
teachers and keep positions open
at the school, but the school could
use more.
“As far as staff is concerned,
we’ve been able to hire the teachers we need, and the support staff
we need,” he said. “Could we use
a couple more hands? Yeah, we
probably could.”
tmorris@chroniclemail.com
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Chicago kicks off first
Climate Festival

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER
THE MONTH-LONG Chicago Climate
Festival held its inaugural event,
“Raptivate!,” on Oct. 5 at DePaul
University’s Lincoln Park Campus,
1110 W. Belden Ave.

Christine Skolnik, founder of
the festival, said she was inspired
by large-scale climate festivals in
Los Angeles and Paris. Events will
run through Oct. 26.
“We see a need for [environmental awareness] in all major cities,”
Skolnik said. “Every city needs to

Chicago 350 founder Melissa
Brice speaks at “Raptivate!,” the
first event of the Chicago Climate
Festival on Oct. 5 at DePaul
University’s Lincoln Park Campus.

incorporate the arts and engage
young people in the conversations
about climate change.”
The festival’s main goals were to
draw attention to the UN COP22
climate talks—where countries
gather to evaluate their effect on
the environment—teach about
local environmental justice issues
and encourage students to be environmental activists.
“[The organizers’] passion is
to help students own their role
as leaders and visionaries now,”
Skolnik said. “It’s not when you
graduate; it’s not when you turn
21. We really need the energy, the
creativity [and] the imagination
of students now.”
Norman Alexandroff, Columbia’s
director of internal and external
partnerships, said when Skolnik
reached out to him, he knew getting involved would be an excellent
opportunity for students.
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“Climate action is probably one
of the most important issues facing this generation of young people emerging from college today,”
Alexandroff said. “We’re trying to
activate the arts and communications students at Columbia to be
thought leaders on these subjects.
We hope this is the first effort of a
much larger initiative.”
The Climate Festival’s next
event Oct. 11 will feature Columbia
professor and acclaimed photographer Judy Natal. Natal will premiere two new videos and discuss
her recent work, “Another Storm
is Coming,” which focuses on the
effects of extreme weather on
those living on the Gulf Coast.
“As a Columbia instructor and
a leading voice on the subject,
[Natal] seemed like the perfect
person [to feature at the festival],”
Alexandroff said.
The “Raptivate!” event began
with a presentation by Melissa
Brice, founder of Chicago 350,
about the need for fossil fuel
divestment in Chicago, before
handing the microphone to

Joey “FineRhyme” Feinstein.
Feinstein, an Andersonville resident, performed his self-invented
raptivism—a mixture of rap and
activism. An open mic for students
followed, in which they delivered
their own environmental rhymes.
Other upcoming Climate
Festival events include “EcoTransformations: Nature, Art and
Environmentalism,” an exhibit
of artistic work from Columbia’s
“Nature and Environmentalism
in U.S. Culture” class; an environmentally focused Acoustic
Kitchen at Columbia; a Kids and
Family Day; and an improv show
at the Annoyance Theatre and Bar.
Michael Pappas, a sophomore
communications student at
DePaul University, said he is happy
to see his school leading this environmentally focused festival.
“It’s great that it’s free to the
students,” Pappas said. “I want
to know more about how [climate
change] will affect me and my dayto-day life.”
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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Dowling said the postponed
development of a citizen oversight
board, which will appoint future
chief administrators for COPA,
could create problems and delays
and a need for refinements.
“It would be way too easy to say,
‘This is fine, we don’t need to go any
further with this,”’ Dowling said.
The chief administrator of
COPA cannot be a current or former sworn employee of CPD, or a
nonsworn CPD employee of the
Cook County State’s Attorney’s
Office within the last five years,
according to the ordinance.
Another criticism of the ordinance is that the budget is only
one percent of CPD’s total budget,
which Dowling said is insufficient.
Hairston said true independence requires money and agreed
COPA’s budget is not enough.
“We can’t expect this new agency
to do more work with inadequate
funding,” Hairston said.
Currently, the U.S. Department
of Justice is investigating CPD. An

argument for putting this ordinance on hold until the completion
of that investigation, Alderman
Walter Burnett (27th Ward),
acknowledged that the ordinance
is not perfect but argued action is
needed now.
“We need to put this in place, and
then incorporate better ideas as
we move on,” Burnett said.
At City Council’s meeting,
Emanuel said the ordinance is a
“significant step” toward improving police accountability, and
promised there would be upgrades
in the future.
“No, our work is not done. This is
a process,” Emanuel said.
Some aldermen, however, are
still not convinced the ordinance
goes far enough and that this is
another instance of Chicago failing to move forward.
“Obviously, Chicago is not ready
for reform,” Hairston said. “Sadly,
we prove it time and time again.”
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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